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Voices from the Front: An Oral History of the Great War
Hart, Peter
9780190464936
Hardcover / 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 inches / 440 pages
$34.95
Catalog Sequence: 8
Oxford University Press
In the 1980s and early 1990s, Peter Hart, then a young oral
historian at the Imperial War Museum in London, conducted 183
interviews with British World War I veterans. After the death of
the last veteran in 2009, these interviews have become a rare and
invaluable record of the Great War, as remembered by the men
who experienced it themselves. The men spoke to Hart of the
familiar horrors of the war-poison gas, lice, muddy trenches,
newly minted tanks, and sinking ships-but each memory is
enriched by personal anecdote, shedding light on war's effect on soldiers both in wartime and
during the years that followed. Hart now returns to these interviews in Voices from the Front.
His new book not only provides a narrative timeline of the events of 1914 to 1918, but restores
individuality and humanity to the men who were often treated like expendable resources.
Hart uses the transcripts of these conversations as a framework on which to build a unique
depiction of Britain's experience of the war-one separated from the boastful exaggerations or,
alternatively, the underplaying euphemisms often found in letters mailed home or to fellow
soldiers.
Humanity in a Creative Universe
Kauffman, Stuart A.
9780199390458
Hardcover / 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 456 pages
$34.95
Catalog Sequence: 10
Oxford University Press
In the hard sciences, which can often feel out of grasp for many
lay readers, there are 'great thinkers' who go far beyond the
equations, formulas, and research. Minds such as Stephen
Hawking philosophize about the functions and nature of the
universe, the implications of our existence, and other
impossibly fascinating, yet difficult questions. Stuart A.
Kauffman is one of those great thinkers. He has dedicated his
lifetime to researching 'complex systems' at prestigious
institutions and now writes his treatise on the most complex system of all: our universe.

Oxford University Press
Redeeming the Kamasutra
Doniger, Wendy
9780190499280
Hardcover / 6 x 9 inches / 192 pages
$24.95
OUP Spring Summer 2016
Catalog Sequence: 12
The Kamasutra, composed in the third century CE, is the world's
most famous textbook of erotic love. There is nothing remotely like
it even today, and for its time it was astonishingly sophisticated. Yet,
it is all but ignored as a serious work in its country of origin-sometimes taken as a matter of national shame rather than pride-and in the rest of the world it is a source of amused amazement, and inspires magazine articles
that offer 'mattress-quaking sex styles' such as 'the backstairs boogie' and 'the spider web'. In
this scholarly and superbly readable book, one of the world's foremost authorities on ancient
Indian texts seeks to restore the Kamasutra to its proper place in the Sanskrit canon, as a
landmark of India's secular literature. She reveals fascinating aspects of the Kamasutraas a
guide to the art of living for the cosmopolitan beau monde of ancient India: its emphasis on
grooming and etiquette (including post-coital conversation), the study and practice of the arts
(ranging from cooking and composing poetry to coloring one's teeth and mixing perfumes),
and discretion and patience in conducting affairs (especially adulterous affairs). In its
encyclopedic social and psychological narratives, it also displays surprisingly modern ideas
about gender and role-playing, female sexuality, and homosexual desire.
Blood Year: The Unraveling of Western Counterterrorism
Kilcullen, David
9780190600549
Hardcover / 272 pages
$24.95
Catalog Sequence: 24
Oxford University Press
Wide-angled view of the situation in the current Middle East. Won
the Walkley prize (“the Australian Pulitzer”)
2014 has the potential to go down as a crucial year in modern world
history. A resurgent and bellicose Russia took over Crimea and fueled
a civil war in Eastern Ukraine. Post-Saddam Iraq, in many respects a creature of the United
States because of the war that began in 2003, lost a third of its territory to an army of hyperviolent millennialists. The peace process in Israel seemed to completely collapse. Finally, after
coalescing in Syria as a territorial entity, the Islamic State swept into northern Iraq and
through northeastern Syria, attracting legions of recruits from Europe and the Middle East. In
short, the post-Cold War security order that the US had constructed after 1991 seemed to be
coming apart at the seams. David Kilcullen was one of the architects of America's strategy in
the late phases of the second Gulf War, and also spent time in Afghanistan and other hotspots.

The Ways of the World
Harvey, David
9780190469443
Hardcover / 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 352 pages
$27.95
Catalog Sequence: 26
Oxford University Press
David Harvey is one of most famous Marxist intellectuals in the past
half century, as well as one of the world's most cited social scientists.
Beginning in the early 1970s with his trenchant and still-relevant book
Social Justice and the City and through this day, Harvey has written
numerous books and dozens of influential essays and articles on
topics across issues in politics, culture, economics, and social justice. In The Ways of the
World, Harvey has gathered his most important essays from the past four decades. They form
a career-spanning collection that tracks not only the development of Harvey over time as an
intellectual, but also a dialectical vision that gradually expanded its reach from the slums of
Baltimore to global environmental degradation to the American imperium. While Harvey's
coverage is wide-ranging, all of the pieces tackle the core concerns that have always animated
his work: capitalism past and present, social change, freedom, class, imperialism, the city,
nature, social justice, postmodernity, globalization, and-not least-the crises that inhere in
capitalism.
The Rising: Ireland: Easter 1916 - Centenary Edition
McGarry, Fearghal
9780198732341
Hardcover / 16 illustrations. 9.2 x 6.0 inches / 400 pages
$29.95
Catalog Sequence: 28
Oxford University Press
The Easter Rising of 1916 not only destroyed much of the center of
Dublin - it changed the course of Irish history. But why did it happen?
What was the role of ordinary people in this extraordinary event?
What motivated them and what were their aims? These basic
questions continue to divide historians of modern Ireland. The
Rising is the story of Easter 1916 from the perspective of those who made it, focusing on the
experiences of rank-and-file revolutionaries. Fearghal McGarry makes use of a unique source
that has only recently seen the light of day -- a collection of over 1,700 eye-witness statements
detailing the political activities of members of Sinn Fein and militant groups such as the Irish
Republican Brotherhood. This collection represents one of the richest and most comprehensive
oral history archives devoted to any modern revolution, providing new insights on almost
every aspect of this seminal period. The Rising shows how people from ordinary backgrounds
became politicized and involved in the struggle for Irish independence. McGarry illuminates
their motives, concerns, and aspirations, highlighting the importance of the Great War as a
catalyst for the uprising.

You Belong to the Universe: The Life and Legacy of Buckminster Fuller
Keats, Jonathon
9780199338238
Hardcover / 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 208 pages
$24.95
Catalog Sequence: 55
Oxford University Press
A compelling call to apply Buckminster Fuller's creative problemsolving to present-day problems. A self-professed 'comprehensive
anticipatory design scientist,' the inventor Buckminster Fuller (18951983) was undoubtedly a visionary. Fuller's creations often bordered
on the realm of science fiction, ranging from the freestanding geodesic dome to the threewheel Dymaxion car to a bathroom requiring neither plumbing nor sewage. Yet in spite of his
brilliant mind and life-long devotion to serving mankind, Fuller's expansive ideas were often
dismissed, and have faded from public memory since his death. You Belong to the Universe
documents Fuller's six-decade quest to 'make the world work for one hundred percent of
humanity.' Critic and experimental philosopher Jonathon Keats sets out to revive Fuller's
unconventional practice of comprehensive anticipatory design, placing Fuller's philosophy in a
modern context and dispelling much of the mythology surrounding Fuller's life. Keats argues
that Fuller's life and ideas, namely doing 'the most with the least,' are now more relevant than
ever as humanity struggles to meet the demands of an exploding world population with finite
resources. Delving deeply into Buckminster Fuller's colorful world, Keats applies Fuller's most
important concepts to present-day issues, arguing that his ideas are now not only feasible, but
necessary.
Cheats and Deceits: How Animals and Plants Exploit and Mislead
Stevens, Martin
9780198707899
Hardcover / 69 color figures. 9.2 x 6.1 inches / 296 pages
$39.95
Catalog Sequence: 59
Oxford University Press
In nature, trickery and deception are widespread. Animals and plants
mimic other objects or species in the environment for protection, trick
other species into rearing their young, lure prey to their death, and
deceive potential mates for reproduction. Cuckoos lay eggs carefully
matched to their host's own clutch. Harmless butterflies mimic the
wing patterning of a poisonous butterfly to avoid being eaten. The deep-sea angler fish hangs
a glowing, fleshy lure in front of its mouth to draw the attention of potential prey, while some
male fish alter their appearance to look like females in order to sneak past rivals in mating.
Some orchids develop the smell of female insects in order to attract pollinators, while
carnivorous plants lure insects to their death with colourful displays. In Cheats and Deceits,
Martin Stevens describes the remarkable range of such adaptations in nature, and considers
how they have evolved and increasingly been perfected as part of an arms race between
predator and prey or host and parasite.

A Cabinet of Logical Curiosities: A Collection of Puzzles, Oddities,
Riddles, and Dilemmas
Sorensen, Roy
9780199829569
Hardcover / 5-1/2 x 8-1/4 / 288 pages
$24.95
Catalog Sequence: 63
Oxford University Press
Will you answer this question in the same way that you will answer my
next question? Done? Good! Will you buy this book?. Inside you will
discover that your only truthful answer to this second question is affirmative. Logic has made
some men rich. Inside this book you will learn of John Eck (who debated Luther in 1519). He
Will you answer this question in the same way that you will answer my next question? Done?
Good! Will you buy this book? Inside you will discover that your only truthful answer to this
second question is affirmative. A Cabinet of Philosophical Curiosities is a colorful collection of
puzzles and paradoxes, both historical and contemporary, by philosopher Roy Sorensen.
Taking inspiration from Ian Stewart's Professor Stewart's Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities,
which assembled interesting 'maths' from outside the classroom into a miscellany of marvels,
these puzzles are ready to be enjoyed independently but gain mutual support when read in
clusters. The volume ranges from simple examples to anomalous anomalies, considers data
that seems to confirm a generalization while lowering its probability, and argues that we are
doomed to believe infinitely many contradictions-and that the pain of contradictions can be
profoundly stimulating.
Anger and Forgiveness: Resentment, Generosity, and Justice
Nussbaum, Martha C.
9780199335879
Hardcover / 5-1/2 x 8-1/4 / 272 pages
$24.95
Catalog Sequence: 66
Oxford University Press
We live in a culture of apology and forgiveness. But while there are a few
thinkers who criticize forgiveness in favor of retribution, philosopher and
intellectual Martha C. Nussbaum is unique in criticizing the supposed
virtue from the other side: forgiveness, Nussbaum asserts, is at its heart inquisitorial and
disciplinary. In this book based on her 2014 Locke Lectures, Nussbaum hones in first on anger
and then on forgiveness, so vigorously championed today as a replacement emotion. Arguing
that anger includes not only the idea of a serious wrong but also the idea that it would be a
good thing if the wrongdoer suffered some bad consequence, Nussbaum asserts that anger, so
understood, is always normatively problematic in one or the other of two possible ways. One
way makes the mistake of thinking that the suffering of the wrongdoer restores the thing that
was damaged. The other requires the victim to see the injury as about relative status and only
about that. While anger is sometimes useful as a signal that things have gone wrong, as a
motive to address them, and as a deterrent to wrongdoing, its core ideas are profoundly
flawed: either incoherent in the first case, or normatively ugly in the second.

Executing the Rosenbergs: Death and Diplomacy in a Cold War World
Clune, Lori
9780190265885
Hardcover / 17 illus. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 inches / 288 pages
$29.95
Catalog Sequence: 70
Oxford University Press
In 1950, Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were arrested for allegedly passing
information about the atomic bomb to the Soviet Union, an affair FBI
Director J. Edgar Hoover labeled the crime of the century. Their case
became an international sensation, inspiring petitions, letters of
support, newspaper editorials, and protests in countries around the
world. Nevertheless, the Rosenbergs were executed after years of appeals, making them the
only civilians ever put to death for conspiracy-related activities. Yet even after their
executions, protests continued. The Rosenberg case quickly transformed into legend, while the
media spotlight shifted to their two orphaned sons. In Executing the Rosenbergs, Lori Clune
demonstrates that the Rosenberg case played a pivotal role in the world's perception of the
United States. Based on newly discovered documents from the State Department, Clune
narrates the widespread dissent against the Rosenberg decision in 80 cities and 48 countries.
Even as the Truman and Eisenhower administrations attempted to turn the case into prodemocracy propaganda, US allies and potential allies questioned whether the United States
had the moral authority to win the Cold War. Meanwhile, the death of Stalin in 1953 also
raised the stakes of the executions; without a clear hero and villain, the struggle between
democracy and communism shifted into morally ambiguous terrain. Transcending questions
of guilt or innocence, Clune weaves the case - and its aftermath - into the fabric of the Cold
War, revealing its far-reaching global effects. An original approach to one of the most
fascinating episodes in Cold War history.
How English Became English: A Short History of a Global Language
Horobin, Simon
9780198754275
Hardcover / 14 b&w halftones. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 /
144 pages
$16.95
Catalog Sequence: 72
Oxford University Press
The English Language is spoken by more than a billion people
throughout the world. But where did English come from? And how has
it evolved into the language used today? In How English Became English Simon Horobin
investigates the evolution of the English language, examining how the language continues to
adapt even today, as English continues to find new speakers and new uses. Engaging with
contemporary concerns about correctness, Horobin considers whether such changes are
improvements, or evidence of slipping standards. What is the future for the English
Language? Will Standard English continue to hold sway, or are we witnessing its replacement
by newly emerging Englishes?

New York Exposed! The Police Scandal that Shocked the Nation and
Launched the Progressive Era
Czitrom, Daniel
9780199837007
Hardcover / 16 pp b&w insert. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 416 pages
$27.95
Catalog Sequence: 77
Oxford University Press
On a Sunday in early 1892, Reverend Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst took to
his pulpit at the Madison Square Presbyterian Church and delivered a
fire-breathing denunciation of life in America's greatest city. New York had gone to the dogs.
Observing for years the effects of venereal disease, alcoholism, and rampant gambling among
the city's residents, including his own parishioners, he had had enough. The city's municipal
life he declared to be 'hot-bed of knavery, debauchery, and bestiality,' one, moreover,
controlled by 'polluted harpies feeding day and night on its quivering vitals'--in other words,
city officials and the police. When those officials in turn denounced Parkhurst as a
'blatherskite' with no evidence to back his claims, the sermon seemed doomed to be
remembered as no more than a quixotic outburst. Undismayed, Parkhurst resolved to tour
New York's underworld himself to collect proof of his accusations. Disguised as an out-oftowner, he visited saloons, brothels, and drug dens, in both the poorest and most fashionable
areas of the city, often noting uniformed policemen among the clientele. Parkhurst presented
this evidence in a series of sermons that captivated city residents and the press alike. What had
begun as a screed became a crusade, one that went at the political heart of the nation's greatest
and most politically important metropolis.
American Arcadia: California and the Classical Tradition
Holliday, Peter J.
9780190256517
Hardcover / 168 illustrations, 60 in color. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 432 pages
$39.95
Catalog Sequence: 89
Oxford University Press
A vivid and engaging exploration of California's debt to the ancient
world. Discussing the influence of the classics on America is nothing
new; indeed, classical antiquity could be considered second only to
Christianity as a force in modeling America's national identity. What has never been explored
until now is how, from the beginning, Californians in particular chose to visually and
culturally craft their new world using the rhetoric of classical antiquity. Through a lively
exploration of material culture, literature, and architecture, American Arcadia offers a tour
through California's development as a Mediterranean haven from the late nineteenth century
to the present. In its earliest days, California was touted as the last opportunity for alienated
Yankees to establish the refined gentleman-farmer culture envisioned by Jefferson and build
new cities free of the filth and corruption of those they left back East. Through architecture and
landscape design Californians fashioned an Arcadian setting evocative of ancient Greece and
Rome.

The Divine Madness of Philip K. Dick
Arnold, Kyle
9780199743254
Hardcover / Inner Lives. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 240 pages
$19.95
Catalog Sequence: 93
Oxford University Press
Widely recognized as one of the most inventive science fiction writers of
all time, Philip K. Dick is an author whose literary sophistication
elevated the sci-fi genre into the storytelling powerhouse it is today. His
works, known for their portrayals of simulated realities interspersed with universal and
philosophical themes, have become enormously influential among writers of all genres and
have inspired numerous television and film adaptations, including the 1982 cult classic Blade
Runner. Dick's personal life matched the dramatic intensity of his most beloved works.
Beginning with the tragic death of his twin sister, his life took on a fantastical, science fictionlike quality when, in 1974, he had what some consider to be a psychotic episode and what
others believe to be a mystical experience. According to Dick, a pink light beamed psychic
information into his brain, awakening memories of a past life as an ancient Christian
revolutionary and granting him contact with time-traveling extraterrestrials. He had visions of
scenes from ancient Rome superimposed over his neighborhood in suburban San Francisco,
and later on, attempted to warn local police that he was a machine programmed to selfdestruct. In The Divine Madness of Philip K. Dick, clinical psychologist Kyle Arnold probes
the fascinating mystery of Dick's heart and mind, and shows readers how early traumas
opened Dick to profound spiritual experiences while also predisposing him toward drug
dependency and violence.
Sand County Revisited: Stories from the Leopold Shack
Leopold, Estella B.
9780190463229
hardcover
50 b&w illustrations. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4
256 pages
$27.95
Catalog Sequence: 106
Oxford University Press
Published in 1948, Aldo Leopold's A Sand County Almanac has become
an enduring and beloved American classic. More than that, it is rightly seen as one of the
foundational texts of the conservation movement. Starting in 1934 and continuing over the
course of a dozen or so years, Leopold and his family-including his five children-restored a
farm and surrounding lands in south-central Wisconsin. Working together, they put into
practice Leopold's 'land ethic' involving ecological restoration and sustainability. In the
process, they built more than a habitable family shelter or pleasant weekend getaway; they
established a new way of relating to nature. In this reflection on the Shack and its inhabitants,
Estella B. Leopold, the youngest of Aldo's children, recalls with clear-eyed fondness the part
the Shack played in their burgeoning awareness of nature's miracles, season by season.

The Age of Em: Work, Love and Life
Hanson, Robin
9780198754626
Hardcover / 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 368 pages
$34.95
Catalog Sequence: 111
Oxford University Press
Robots may one day rule the world, but what is a robot-ruled Earth
like? Many think the first truly smart robots will be brain emulations
or 'ems.' Scan a human brain, then run a model with the same
connections on a fast computer, and you have a robot brain, but
recognizably human. Train an em to do some job and copy it a
million times: an army of workers is at your disposal. When they can be made cheaply, within
perhaps a century, ems will displace humans in most jobs. In this new economic era, the world
economy may double in size every few weeks. Some say we can't know the future, especially
following such a disruptive new technology, but Professor Robin Hanson sets out to prove
them wrong. Applying decades of expertise in physics, computer science, and economics, he
uses standard theories to paint a detailed picture of a world dominated by ems. While human
lives don't change greatly in the em era, em lives are as different from ours as our lives are
from those of our farmer and forager ancestors. Ems make us question common assumptions
of moral progress, because they reject many of the values we hold dear. Read about em mind
speeds, body sizes, job training and career paths, energy use and cooling infrastructure, virtual
reality, aging and retirement, death and immortality, security, wealth inequality, religion,
teleportation, identity, cities, politics, law, war, status, friendship and love. This book shows
you just how strange your descendants may be, though ems are no stranger than we would
appear to our ancestors. To most ems, it seems good to be an em.
Governing Global Health: Who Runs the World and
Why?
Clinton, Chelsea and Sridhar, Devi
9780190253271
Hardcover / 5-1/2 x 8-1/4 / 192 pages
$24.95
Catalog Sequence: 114
Oxford University Press
An even-handed and thorough empirical analysis of one of the most pressing topics in world
affairs, Governing Global Health will reshape our understanding of how organizations can
more effectively prevent the spread of communicable diseases like AIDS and reduce pervasive
chronic health problems like malnutrition.

A Feminist in the White House: Midge Costanza, the Carter years, and
America’s Culture Wars
Mattingly, Doreen
9780190468606
Hardcover / 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 304 pages
$29.95
Catalog Sequence: 118
Oxford University Press
A feminist, an outspoken activist, a woman without a college
education, Midge Costanza was one of the unlikeliest of White House
insiders. Yet in 1977 she became the first female Assistant to the
President for Public Liaison under Jimmy Carter, emerging as a prominent focal point of the
American culture wars. Tasked with bringing the views of special interest groups to the
president, Costanza championed progressive causes even as Americans grew increasingly
divided on the very issues for which she fought. In A Feminist in the White House, Doreen
Mattingly draws on Costanza's personal papers to shed light on the life of this fascinating and
controversial woman. Mattingly chronicles Costanza's dramatic rise and fall as a public figure,
from her initial popularity to her ultimate clashes with Carter and his aides. While Costanza
challenged Carter to support abortion rights, gay and lesbian rights, and feminist policies,
Carter faced increased pressure to appease the interests of emerging Religious Right, which
directly opposed Costanza's ideals. Ultimately, marginalized both within
the White House and by her fellow feminists, Costanza was pressured to
resign in 1978. Through the lens of Constanza's story, readers catch a
unique perspective of the rise of debates which have defined the feminist
movement and sexual politics to this very day.
Doreen Mattingly is Associate Professor of Women's Studies at San
Diego State University.
Harmful and Undesirable: Book Censorship in Nazi Germany
Lewy, Guenter
9780190275280
Hardcover / 23 illus. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 224 pages
$34.95
Catalog Sequence: 124
Oxford University Press
Like every authoritarian regime in history, Nazi Germany tried to control intellectual freedom
through book censorship. Between 1933 and 1945, Hitler's party orchestrated a massive
campaign to take control of all forms of communication in the nation. Book burnings
abounded - in 1933 alone, there were 93 book burnings in 70 German cities. Indeed, Werner
Schlegel, an official in the Ministry of Propaganda, called the book burnings 'a symbol of the
revolution.' Bookstores, libraries, and universities were pillaged, while German authors were
targeted by the regime. Yet surprisingly, Nazi book censorship has been largely overlooked by
modern historians. In Harmful and Undesirable, Guenter Lewy analyzes the various strategies
that the Nazis employed to enact censorship.

Shakespeare’s First Folio: The Biography
Smith, Emma
9780198754367
Hardcover / Numerous black-and-white halftones. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 320
pages
$29.95
Catalog Sequence: 130
Oxford University Press
This is a biography of a book: the first collected edition of
Shakespeare's plays printed in 1623 and known as the First Folio. It
begins with the story of its first purchaser in London in December
1623, and goes on to explore the ways people have interacted with this
iconic book over the four hundred years of its history. Throughout the stress is on what we can
learn from individual copies now spread around the world about their eventful lives. From ink
blots to pet paws, from annotations to wineglass rings, First Folios teem with evidence of its
place in different contexts with different priorities. This study offers new ways to understand
Shakespeare's reception and the history of the book. Unlike previous scholarly investigations
of the First Folio, it is not concerned with the discussions of how the book came into being, the
provenance of its texts, or the technicalities of its production. Instead, it reanimates, in
narrative style, the histories of this book, paying close attention to the details of individual
copies now located around the world - their bindings, marginalia, general condition, sales
history, and location - to discuss five major themes: owning, reading, decoding, performing,
and perfecting. This is a history of the book that consolidated Shakespeare's posthumous
reputation: a reception history and a study of interactions between owners, readers, forgers,
collectors, actors, scholars, booksellers, and the book through which we understand and
recognise Shakespeare.
The Children of Harvey Milk
Reynolds, Andrew
9780190460952
Hardcover / 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 / 256 pages
$29.95
Catalog Sequence: 134
Oxford University Press
Andrew Reynolds' The Children of Harvey Milk is not only a
compelling collective portrait of gay politicians around the globe; it
also offers a powerful explanation of why individual politicians
practicing identity politics have been absolutely crucial to the
successes of this still-expanding global social movement.

In Praise of Profanity
Adams, Michael
9780199337583
Hardcover / 5-1/2 x 8-1/4 / 224 pages
$17.95
Catalog Sequence: 159
Oxford University Press
In In Praise of Profanity, Michael Adams offers a provocative,
unapologetic defense of profanity, arguing that we've oversimplified
profanity by labeling it as taboo, and we consistently fail to appreciate
it as a legitimate means of expressing ourselves, either within our
social relationships or in popular culture.
Wounded: A New History of the Western Front in World War I
Mayhew, Emily
9780190454449
Paperback / 16 page insert. 5-1/2 x 8-1/4 inches / 288 pages
$16.95
Catalog Sequence: 171
Oxford University Press
The number of soldiers wounded in World War I is, in itself,
devastating: over 21 million military wounded, and nearly 10 million
killed. On the battlefield, the injuries were shocking, unlike anything
those in the medical field had ever witnessed. The bullets hit fast and
hard, went deep and took bits of dirty uniform and airborne soil
particles in with them. Soldier after soldier came in with the most dreaded kinds of casualty:
awful, deep, ragged wounds to their heads, faces and abdomens. And yet the medical
personnel faced with these unimaginable injuries adapted with amazing aptitude, thinking
and reacting on their feet to save millions of lives. In Wounded, Emily Mayhew tells the
history of the Western Front from a new perspective: the medical network that arose
seemingly overnight to help sick and injured soldiers. These men and women pulled injured
troops from the hellscape of trench, shell crater, and no man's land, transported them to the
rear, and treated them for everything from foot rot to poison gas, venereal disease to traumatic
amputation from exploding shells. Drawing on hundreds of letters and diary entries, Mayhew
allows readers to peer over the shoulder of the stretcher bearer who jumped into a trench and
tried unsuccessfully to get a tightly packed line of soldiers out of the way, only to find that
they were all dead. She takes us into dugouts where rescue teams awoke to dirt thrown on
their faces by scores of terrified moles, digging frantically to escape the earth-shaking shellfire.
Mayhew moves her account along the route followed by wounded men, from stretcher to aid
station, from jolting ambulance to crowded operating tent, from railway station to the ship
home, exploring actual cases of casualties who recorded their experiences. Both
comprehensive and intimate, this groundbreaking book captures an often neglected aspect of
the soldier's world and a transformative moment in military and medical history.

Holy Sh*t: A Brief History of Swearing
Mohr, Melissa
9780190491680
Paperback / 17 b&w illus. 5-1/2 x 8-1/4 inches / 336 pages
$15.95
Catalog Sequence: 191
Oxford University Press
NEW IN PAPERBACK. Almost everyone swears, or worries about not
swearing, from the two year-old who has just discovered the power of
potty mouth to the grandma who wonders why every other word she
hears is obscene. Whether they express anger or exhilaration, are
meant to insult or to commend, swear words perform a crucial role in language. But swearing
is also a uniquely well-suited lens through which to look at history, offering a fascinating
record of what people care about on the deepest levels of a culture--what's divine, what's
terrifying, and what's taboo. Holy Sh*t tells the story of two kinds of swearing--obscenities and
oaths--from ancient Rome and the Bible to today. With humor and insight, Melissa Mohr takes
readers on a journey to discover how 'swearing' has come to include both testifying with your
hand on the Bible and calling someone a *#$&!* when they cut you off on the highway. She
explores obscenities in ancient Rome--which were remarkably similar to our own--and
unearths the history of religious oaths in the Middle Ages, when swearing (or not swearing)
an oath was often a matter of life and death. Holy Sh*t also explains the advancement of
civility and corresponding censorship of language in the 18th century, considers the rise of
racial slurs after World War II, examines the physiological effects of swearing (increased heart
rate and greater pain tolerance), and answers a question that preoccupies the FCC, the US
Senate, and anyone who has recently overheard little kids at a playground: are we swearing
more now than people did in the past? A gem of lexicography and cultural history, Holy Sh*t
is a serious exploration of obscenity--and it also just might expand your repertoire of words to
choose from the next time you shut your finger in the car door.
The Language Hoax: Why the World Looks the Same in Any Language
McWhorter, John H.
9780190468897
Paperback / 208 pages
$14.95
Catalog Sequence: 195
Oxford University Press
NEW IN PAPERBACK. Japanese has a term that covers both green and
blue. Russian has separate terms for dark and light blue. Does this mean
that Russians perceive these colors differently from Japanese people?
Does language control and limit the way we think? This short, opinionated book addresses the
Sapir-Whorf hypothesis, which argues that the language we speak shapes the way we perceive
the world. Linguist John McWhorter argues that while this idea is mesmerizing, it is plainly
wrong. It is language that reflects culture and worldview, not the other way around.

Superintelligence: Paths, Dangers, Strategies
Bostrom, Nick
9780198739838
Paperback / Black and white line drawings and halftones. 7.7 x 5.1
inches / 390 pages
$15.95
Catalog Sequence: 198
Oxford University Press
NEW IN PAPERBACK. A New York Times bestseller in hardcover
(32,400 copies sold). Paperback features a new afterword. The human
brain has some capabilities that the brains of other animals lack. It is to
these distinctive capabilities that our species owes its dominant
position. Other animals have stronger muscles or sharper claws, but we have cleverer brains. If
machine brains one day come to surpass human brains in general intelligence, then this new
superintelligence could become very powerful. As the fate of the gorillas now depends more
on us humans than on the gorillas themselves, so the fate of our species then would come to
depend on the actions of the machine superintelligence. But we have one advantage: we get to
make the first move. Will it be possible to construct a seed AI or otherwise to engineer initial
conditions so as to make an intelligence explosion survivable? How could one achieve a
controlled detonation? To get closer to an answer to this question, we must make our way
through a fascinating landscape of topics and considerations.
Epicureanism: A Very Short Introduction
Wilson, Catherine
9780199688326
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 10 black and white halftones
/ 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 207
Oxford University Press
Epicureanism is commonly associated with a carefree view of life
and the pursuit of pleasures, particularly the pleasures of the table.
However it was a complex and distinctive system of philosophy
that emphasized simplicity and moderation, and considered nature
to consist of atoms and the void. Epicureanism is a school of
thought whose legacy continues to reverberate today. In this Very
Short Introduction, Catherine Wilson explains the key ideas of the School, comparing them
with those of the rival Stoics and with Kantian ethics, and tracing their influence on the
development of scientific and political thought from Locke, Newton, and Galileo to Rousseau,
Marx, Bentham, and Mill. She discusses the adoption and adaptation of Epicurean motifs in
science, morality, and politics from the 17th Century onwards and contextualises the
significance of Epicureanism in modern life.

The Body: A Very Short Introduction
Shilling, Chris
9780198739036
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 10 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 209
Oxford University Press
The human body is thought of conventionally as a biological entity,
with its longevity, morbidity, size and even appearance determined
by genetic factors immune to the influence of society or culture. Since
the mid-1980s, however, there has been a rising awareness of how our
bodies, and our perception of them, are influenced by the social, cultural and material contexts
in which humans live. Drawing on studies of sex and gender, education, governance, the
economy, and religion, Chris Shilling demonstrates how our physical being allows us to affect
the material and virtual world around us, yet also enables governments to shape and direct
our thoughts and actions. Revealing how social relationships, cultural images, and
technological and medical advances shape our perceptions and awareness, he exposes the
limitations of traditional Western traditions of thought that elevate the mind over the body as
that which defines us as human. Dealing with issues ranging from cosmetic and transplant
surgery, the performance of gendered identities, the commodification of bodies and body
parts, and the violent consequences of competing conceptions of the body as sacred, Shilling
provides a compelling account of why body matters present contemporary societies with a
series of urgent and inescapable challenges.
Environmental Politics: A Very Short Introduction
Dobson, Andrew
9780199665570
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 9 black and white halftones
and illustrations / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 211
Oxford University Press
Environmental politics has many faces and operates at multiple
scales: it preoccupies individuals as well as governments, drives local
agreements as well as international treaties, results in minor business
changes as well as wholesale business decisions, and fluctuates
between a politics of protest and one of accommodation. In this Very
Short Introduction Andrew Dobson offers a lively and comprehensive commentary on the
many facets of environmental politics today. Looking towards the future, he asks whether
environmental politics will be comfortably accommodated by mainstream politics, or whether
the advent of the Anthropocene - a whole new geological epoch driven by human impact on
the environment - will herald a break with the politics of growth that has dominated social life
since the beginning of the Industrial Revolution.

The Mexican Revolution: A Very Short Introduction
Knight, Alan
9780198745631
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 8 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 213
Oxford University Press
The Mexican Revolution defined the sociopolitical experience of
those living in Mexico in the twentieth century. Its subsequent legacy
has provoked debate between those who interpret the ongoing myth
of the Revolution and those who adopt the more middle-of-the-road
reality of the regime after 1940. Taking account of these divergent
interpretations, this Very Short Introduction offers a succinct narrative and analysis of the
Revolution. Using carefully considered sources, Alan Knight addresses the causes of the
upheaval, before outlining the armed conflict between 1910 and 1920, explaining how a
durable regime was consolidated in the 1920s, and summing up the social reforms of the
Revolution, which culminated in the radical years of the 1930s. Along the way, Knight places
the conflict alongside other 'great' revolutions, and compares Mexico with the Latin American
countries that avoided the violent upheaval.

The History of Chemistry: A Very Short Introduction
Brock, William H.
9780198716488
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 17 black and white halftones
and line drawings. 6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 215
Oxford University Press
From man's first exploration of natural materials and their
transformations to today's materials science, chemistry has always
been the central discipline that underpins both the physical and
biological sciences, as well as technology. In this Very Short
Introduction, William H. Brock traces the unique appeal of this
fundamental science throughout history. Covering alchemy, early-modern chemistry,
pneumatic chemistry and Lavoisier's re-interpretation of chemical change, the rise of organic
and physical chemistry, and the transforming power of synthesis, Brock explores the
extraordinary and often puzzling transformations of natural and artificial materials, as well as
the men and women who experimented, speculated, and explained matter and change.

Goethe: A Very Short Introduction
Robertson, Ritchie
9780199689255
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 8 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 217
Oxford University Press
In 1878 the Victorian critic Matthew Arnold wrote: 'Goethe is the
greatest poet of modern times... because having a very considerable
gift for poetry, he was at the same time, in the width, depth, and
richness of his criticism of life, by far our greatest modern man.' In
this Very Short Introduction Ritchie Robertson covers the life and
work of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832): scientist, administrator, artist, art critic and
supreme literary writer in a vast variety of genres. Looking at Goethe's poetry, novels and
drama pieces, as well as his travel writing, autobiography, and essays on art and aesthetics,
Robertson analyses some of the key themes in his works: love, nature, religion and tragedy.
Dispelling the misconception of Goethe as a sedate Victorian sage, Robertson shows how
much of his art was rooted in turbulent personal conflicts, and draws on recent research to
present a complete portrait of the scientific work and political activity which accompanied
Goethe's writings.
Modern Drama: A Very Short Introduction
Shepherd-Barr, Kirsten
9780199658770
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 10 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 160 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 219
Oxford University Press
The story of modern drama is a tale of extremes, testing both
audiences and actors to their limits through hostility and
contrarianism. Spanning 1880 to the present, Kirsten E. Shepherd-Barr
shows how truly international a phenomenon modern drama has
become, and how vibrant and diverse in both text and performance.
This Very Short Introduction explores the major developments of modern drama, covering
two decades per chapter, from early modernist theatre through post-war developments to
more recent and contemporary theatre. Shepherd-Barr tracks the emergence of new theories
from the likes of Brecht and Beckett alongside groundbreaking productions to illuminate the
fascinating evolution of modern drama.

Fungi: A Very Short Introduction
Money, Nicholas P.
9780199688784
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 26 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 221
Oxford University Press
The variety of the mycological world is far greater than most people
imagine. Tens of thousands of fungal species have been described and
many more are known only from the abundance of their genes in soil
and water. Fungi are hugely important as agents of wood decay in
forests, and, as parasites, they have caused the deaths of millions of people by ravaging crops
and reshaping our natural ecosystems. Fungi also perform a variety of essential functions in
ecosystems, and are important to both agriculture and biotechnology. Their importance is now
becoming greatly appreciated among scientists, though there is much still to be understood
concerning their taxonomy and evolution. This Very Short Introduction highlights the variety
and extraordinary natures of fungi, revealing the remarkable facts of fungal biology and the
global significance of these enchanting organisms.

Modern China: A Very Short Introduction - 2nd Edition
Mitter, Rana
9780198753704
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 12 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 168 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 223
Oxford University Press
China today is never out of the news: from international finance to
human rights controversies, global coverage of its rising international
presence, and the Chinese 'economic miracle'. It seems to be a
country of contradictions: a peasant society with some of the world's
most futuristic cities, heir to an ancient civilization that is still trying
to find a modern identity. This Very Short Introduction offers the reader an entry to
understanding the world's most populous nation, giving an integrated picture of modern
Chinese society, culture, economy, politics, and art. In this new edition, Rana Mitter addresses
China's current global position, accounting for the country's growth in global significance over
the past decade.

Medieval Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction
Marenbon, John
9780199663224
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 8 black and white halftones
and line drawings. 6.9 x 4.4 inches / 152 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 225
Oxford University Press
For many of us, the term 'medieval philosophy' conjures up the
figure of Thomas Aquinas, and is closely intertwined with religion. In
this Very Short Introduction John Marenbon shows how medieval
philosophy had a far broader reach than the thirteenth and
fourteenth-century universities of Christian Europe, and is instead one of the most exciting
and diversified periods in the history of thought. Introducing the coexisting strands of
Christian, Muslim, and Jewish philosophy, Marenbon shows how these traditions all go back
to the Platonic schools of late antiquity and explains the complex ways in which they are
interlinked. Providing an overview of some of the main thinkers, such as Boethius, Abelard,
al-Farabi, Avicenna, Maimonides, and Gersonides, and the topics, institutions and literary
forms of medieval philosophy, he discusses in detail some of the key issues in medieval
thought: universals; mind, body and mortality; foreknowledge and freedom; society and the
best life.
Decolonization: A Very Short Introduction
Kennedy, Dane
9780199340491
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 10 illus. 4-3/8 x 6-7/8 inches /
128 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 227
Oxford University Press
Millions of Africans, Asians, and other peoples were the subjects of
colonial rule by overseas empires through the mid-twentieth century.
By the end of the century, however, nearly all of these peoples had
become citizens of independent nation-states. The United Nations
grew from 51 member states at its founding in 1945 to 193 today. Its
nearly four-fold increase is one measure of the historic shift in international relations that has
occurred over the past half-century. Decolonization is the term commonly used to refer to this
transition from a world of colonial empires to a world of nation-states in the years after World
War II. Both ex-imperial states and post-colonial regimes have promoted a selective and
sanitized version of decolonization that casts their own conduct in a positive light,
characterizing the process as negotiated and the outcome as inevitable. This book draws on
recent scholarship to challenge that view, demonstrating that considerable violence and
instability accompanied the end of empire and that the outcome was often up for grabs.

Earth System Science: A Very Short Introduction
Lenton, Tim
9780198718871
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 20 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 229
Oxford University Press
When humanity first glimpsed planet Earth from space, the unity of
the system that supports humankind entered the popular
consciousness. The concept of the Earth's atmosphere, biosphere,
oceans, soil, and rocks operating as a closely interacting system has
rapidly gained ground in science. This new field, involving
geographers, geologists, biologists, oceanographers, and atmospheric physicists, is known as
Earth System Science. In this Very Short Introduction, Tim Lenton considers how a world in
which humans could evolve was created; how, as a species, we are now reshaping that world;
and what a sustainable future for humanity within the Earth System might look like. Drawing
on elements of geology, biology, chemistry, physics, and mathematics, Lenton asks whether
Earth System Science can help guide us onto a sustainable course before we alter the Earth
system to the point where we destroy ourselves and our current civilisation.

Hinduism: A Very Short Introduction - 2nd Edition
Knott, Kim
9780198745549
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 14 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 160 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 231
Oxford University Press
Hinduism is practised by nearly eighty per cent of India's population,
and by some seventy million people outside India. In this Very Short
Introduction, Kim Knott offers a succinct and authoritative overview
of this major religion, and analyses the challenges facing it in the
twenty-first century. She discusses key preoccupations of Hinduism such as the centrality of
the Veda as religious texts, the role of Brahmins, gurus, and storytellers in the transmission of
divine truths, and the cultural and moral importance of epics such as the Ramayana. In this
second edition Knott considers the impact of changes in technology and the flourishing of
social media on Hinduism, and looks at the presence of Hinduism in popular culture,
considering pieces such as Sita Sings the Blues. She also analyses recent developments in India,
and the impact issues such as Hindu nationalism and the politicization of Hinduism have on
Hindus worldwide.

Slang: A Very Short Introduction
Green, Jonathon
9780198729532
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 9 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 233
Oxford University Press
Slang, however one judges it, shows us at our most human. It is
used widely and often, typically associated with the writers of noir
fiction, teenagers, and rappers, but also found in the works of
Shakespeare and Dickens. It has been recorded since at least 1500
AD, and today's vocabulary, taken from every major Englishspeaking country, runs to over 125,000 slang words and phrases. This Very Short Introduction
takes readers on a wide-ranging tour of this fascinating sub-set of the English language. It
considers the meaning and origins of the word 'slang' itself, the ideas that a make a word
'slang', the long-running themes that run through slang, and the history of slang's many
dictionaries.

Welfare State: A Very Short Introduction
Garland, David
9780199672660
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 19 black and white halftones
and graphs. 6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$14.95
Catalog Sequence: 235
Oxford University Press
The programs that make up the welfare state vary from nation to
nation and from time to time, and the balance between markets and
government, and free enterprise and social protection is perennially
in question. In contemporary political debate the welfare state
seems to be mostly viewed as a problem rather than a solution, and
welfare programs appear constantly on the defensive. This Very
Short Introduction describes the modern welfare state, explaining its historical and
contemporary significance and arguing that far from being 'a failure' or 'a problem', welfare
states are an essential element of contemporary capitalism, and a vital concomitant of
democratic government. In this accessible and entertaining account, David Garland cuts
through the fog of misunderstandings to explain in clear and simple terms, what the welfare
state is, how it works, and why it matters.

The Old Testament as Literature: A Very Short Introduction
Linafelt, Tod
9780195300079
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 4-3/8 x 6-7/8 inches / 112 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 237
Oxford University Press
The Hebrew Bible, or Christian Old Testament, contains some of the
finest literature that we have. This biblical literature has a place not
only in the synagogue or the church but also among the classics of
world literature. The stories of Jacob and David, for instance, present
the earliest surviving examples of literary characters whose development the reader follows
over the length of a lifetime. Elsewhere, as in the books of Esther or Ruth, readers find a
snapshot of a particular, fraught moment that will define the character. The Hebrew Bible also
provides quite a few high points of lyric poetry, from the praise and lament of the Psalms to
the double entendres in the love of poetry of the Song of Songs. In short, the Bible can be
celebrated not only as religious literature but, quite simply, as literature. This book offers a
thorough and lively introduction to the Bible's two primary literary modes, narrative and
poetry, foregrounding the nuances of plot, character, metaphor, structure and design, and
intertextual allusions. Tod Linafelt thus gives readers the tools to fully experience and
appreciate the Old Testament's literary achievement.

Saints: A Very Short Introduction
Yarrow, Simon
9780199676514
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 12 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 239
Oxford University Press
The idea of saints and sainthood are familiar to all, irrelevant of
religious faith. In this Very Short Introduction, Simon Yarrow looks
at the origins, ideas, and definitions of sainthood, sanctity, and saints
in the early Church, tracing their development in history and
explaining the social roles saints played in the ancient, medieval, and
modern worlds. Along the way Yarrow considers the treatment of saints as objects of literary
and artistic expression and interpretation, and as examples of idealised male and female
heroism, and compares Christian saints and holy figures to venerated figures in other religious
cultures, including Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. He concludes by considering the
experiences of devotees to saints, and looking at how saints continue to be a powerful
presence in our modern world.

Crystallography: A Very Short Introduction
Glazer, A. M.
9780198717591
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 41 black and white halftones
and diagrams. 6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 241
Oxford University Press
Crystals have fascinated us for centuries with their beauty and
symmetry, and have often been invested with magical powers. The
use of X-ray diffraction, first pioneered in 1912 by father and son
William and Lawrence Bragg, enabled us to probe the structure of
molecules, and heralded the scientific study of crystals, leading to an understanding of their
atomic arrangements at a fundamental level. The new discipline, called X-ray crystallography,
has subsequently evolved into a formidable science that underpins many other scientific areas.
Starting from the determination of the structures of very simple crystals, such as that of
common salt, today it has become almost routine to determine the positions of tens of
thousands of atoms in a crystal. In this Very Short Introduction Mike Glazer shows how the
discoveries in crystallography have been applied to the creation of new and important
materials, to drugs and pharmaceuticals and to our understanding of genetics, cell biology,
proteins, and viruses.
Shakespeare’s Comedies: A Very Short Introduction
van Es, Bart
9780198723356
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 6 to 8 black and white
halftones. 6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 243
Oxford University Press
From The Two Gentlemen of Verona in the early 1590s to The Two
Noble Kinsmen at the end of his career around 1614, Shakespeare
wrote at least eighteen plays that can be called 'comedies': a far
higher number than that for any other genre in which he wrote. So
what is a Shakespearean comedy? We associate these plays with such
themes as mistaken identities, happy marriages, and exuberant cross dressing, but how
representative are these of the oeuvre as a whole? In this Very Short Introduction, Bart van Es
explores the full range of the playwright's comic writing, from the neat classical plotting of
early works like The Comedy of Errors to the corrupt world of the so-called problem plays,
written in the middle years of Shakespeare's life. Examining Shakespeare's influences and
sources, van Es compares his plays to those of his rivals, and looks at the history of the plays in
performance, from the biographies of Shakespeare's original actors to the plays' endless
reinvention in modern stage productions and in films. Identifying the key qualities that make
Shakespearean comedy distinctive, van Es traces the changing nature of Shakespeare's comic
writing over the course of a career that spanned nearly a quarter century of theatrical change.

Computer Science: A Very Short Introduction
Dasgupta, Subrata
9780198733461
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 8 black and white diagrams.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 245
Oxford University Press
Over the past sixty years, the spectacular growth of the technologies
associated with the computer is visible for all to see and experience.
Yet, the science underpinning this technology is less visible and little
understood outside the professional computer science community.
As a scientific discipline, computer science stands alongside the likes
of molecular biology and cognitive science as one of the most significant new sciences of the
post Second World War era. In this Very Short Introduction, Subrata Dasgupta sheds light on
these lesser known areas and considers the conceptual basis of computer science. Discussing
algorithms, programming, and sequential and parallel processing, he considers emerging
modern ideas such as biological computing and cognitive modelling, challenging the idea of
computer science as a science of the artificial.

Astrophysics: A Very Short Introduction
Binney, James
9780198752851
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 42 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 247
Oxford University Press
Astrophysics is the physics of the stars, and more widely the physics
of the Universe. It enables us to understand the structure and evolution
of planetary systems, stars, galaxies, interstellar gas, and the cosmos as
a whole. In this Very Short Introduction, the leading astrophysicist
James Binney shows how the field of astrophysics has expanded rapidly in the past century,
with vast quantities of data gathered by telescopes exploiting all parts of the electromagnetic
spectrum, combined with the rapid advance of computing power, which has allowed
increasingly effective mathematical modelling. He illustrates how the application of
fundamental principles of physics - the consideration of energy and mass, and momentum and the two pillars of relativity and quantum mechanics, has provided insights into
phenomena ranging from rapidly spinning millisecond pulsars to the collision of giant spiral
galaxies. This is a clear, rigorous introduction to astrophysics for those keen to cut their teeth
on a conceptual treatment involving some mathematics.

The Harlem Renaissance: A Very Short Introduction
Wall, Cheryl A.
9780199335558
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 4-3/8 x 6-7/8 inches / 160 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 249
Oxford University Press
The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural awakening among African
Americans between the two world wars. It was the cultural phase of the
'New Negro' movement, a social and political phenomenon that
promoted a proud racial identity, economic independence, and
progressive politics. In this Very Short Introduction, Cheryl A. Wall captures the Harlem
Renaissance's zeitgeist by identifying issues and strategies that engaged writers, musicians,
and visual artists alike. She introduces key figures such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale
Hurston, Claude McKay, and Jean Toomer, along with such signature texts as 'Mother to Son,'
'Harlem Shadows,' and Cane. In examining the 'New Negro,' she looks at the art of
photographer James Van der Zee and painters Archibald Motley and Laura Wheeler and the
way Marita Bonner, Jessie Fauset, and Nella Larsen explored the dilemmas of gender identity
for New Negro women. Focusing on Harlem as a cultural capital, Wall covers theater in New
York, where black musicals were produced on Broadway almost every year during the 1920s.
She also depicts Harlem nightlife with its rent parties and clubs catering to working class
blacks, wealthy whites, and gays of both races, and the movement of Renaissance artists to
Paris.
American Political Parties and Elections: A Very Short Introduction Second Edition
Maisel, L. Sandy
9780190458164
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 10 halftones. 4-3/8 x 6-7/8 inches /
168 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 251
Oxford University Press
Few Americans and even fewer citizens of other nations understand the
electoral process in the United States. Still fewer understand the role played by political parties
in the electoral process or the ironies within the system. Participation in elections in the United
States is much lower than in the vast majority of mature democracies. Perhaps this is because
of the lack of competition in a country where only two parties have a true chance of winning,
despite the fact that a large number of citizens claim allegiance to neither and think badly of
both. Or perhaps it is because in the U.S. campaign contributions disproportionately favor
incumbents in most legislative elections, or that largely unregulated groups such as the now
notorious 527s have as much impact on the outcome of a campaign as do the parties or the
candidates' campaign organizations. These factors offer a very clear picture of the problems
that underlay our much trumpeted electoral system. The second edition of this Very Short
Introduction introduces the reader to these issues and more.

The American Presidency: A Very Short Introduction - Second
Edition
Jones, Charles O.
9780190458201
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 14 illus. 4-3/8 x 6-7/8 inches /
152 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 253
Oxford University Press
The American founding fathers were dedicated to the project of
creating a government both functional and incapable of devolving
into tyranny. To do this, they intentionally decentralized decision
making among the legislative, executive, and judiciary branches. They believed this separation
of powers would force compromise and achieve their goal of 'separating to unify.' In the
second edition of this Very Short Introduction, Charles O. Jones delves into the constitutional
roots of the American presidency to show how presidents faced the challenges of governing
within a system of separation of powers. This updated edition of The American Presidency
reviews crucial themes, including democratization of presidential elections, transitioning into
and organizing a presidency, challenges in leading the permanent government, making law
and policy, and reforming and changing the institution. It also introduces new case studies
from the Obama administration, providing compelling insights into contemporary critical
issues such as military power, the role of the First Lady, and the new trends in electoral
campaigning-including the stunning advances in mass media and campaign technology. Jones
lucidly shows that American presidents are not, and simply cannot be, as powerful as most
Americans believe them to be. Accordingly, he stresses the necessity to acknowledge the
president's political status and style within the constitutional structure: the president is not the
presidency, and the presidency is not the government.
The U.S. Congress: A Very Short Introduction - Second Edition
Ritchie, Donald A.
9780190280147
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 4-3/8 x 6-7/8 inches / 152
pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 255
Oxford University Press
In the second edition of The U.S. Congress, Donald A. Ritchie, a
congressional historian for more than thirty years, takes readers on a
fascinating, behind-the-scenes tour of Capitol Hill, pointing out the
key players, explaining their behavior, and translating parliamentary
language into plain English. No mere civics lesson, this eye-opening
book provides an insider's perspective on Congress, matched with a professional historian's
analytical insight. After a swift survey of the creation of Congress by the constitutional
convention, he begins to unscrew the nuts and pull out the bolts.

Combinatorics: A Very Short Introduction
Wilson, Robin
9780198723493
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 68 black and white images /
144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 257
Oxford University Press
How many possible sudoku puzzles are there? In the lottery, what
is the chance that two winning balls have consecutive numbers?
Who invented Pascal's triangle? (it was not Pascal). Combinatorics,
the branch of mathematics concerned with selecting, arranging, and
listing or counting collections of objects, works to answer all these
questions. Dating back some 3000 years, and initially consisting
mainly of the study of permutations and combinations, its scope has broadened to include
topics such as graph theory, partitions of numbers, block designs, design of codes, and latin
squares. In this Very Short Introduction Robin Wilson gives an overview of the field and its
applications in mathematics and computer theory, considering problems from the shortest
routes covering certain stops to the minimum number of colours needed to colour a map with
different colours for neighbouring countries.
Sikhism: A Very Short Introduction - 2nd Edition
Nesbitt, Eleanor
9780198745570
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 12 black and white halftones. 6.9
x 4.4 inches / 176 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 259
Oxford University Press
The Sikh religion has a following of over 20 million people worldwide,
and is ranked as the world's fifth largest religion. However, events
such as the verbal and physical attacks on Sikhs just after September
11, where Sikhs were being mistaken for Muslims, suggest that the Sikh
faith still remains mysterious to many. This Very Short Introduction introduces newcomers to
the meaning of the Sikh religious tradition, its teachings, practices, rituals and festivals.
Eleanor Nesbitt highlights and contextualizes the key threads in the history of Sikhism, from
the first Gurus to martyrdom, militarization, and the increasingly significant diaspora.
Examining gender, caste, and the changes that are currently underway in the faith, Nesbitt
considers contemporary Sikh identities and their role in our world.

Brics: A Very Short Introduction
Cooper, Andrew F.
9780198723394
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 9 black and white halftones. 6.9
x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 261
Oxford University Press
In the wake of the post-Cold War era, the aftermath of 9/11, the 2008
global financial crisis, and the emergence of the G20 at the leaders
level, few commentators expected a reshaping of the global system
towards multipolarity, and away from the United States. And yet, the
BRICS - encompassing Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa - has emerged as a
challenge to the international status quo. But what is its capacity as a transformative force?
And can it provide a significant counter-narrative to the Western dominated global order? In
this Very Short Introduction Andrew Cooper explores the emergence of the BRICS as a
concept. Drawing on historical precedent, Cooper provides a contemporary analysis of the
BRICS' practice and influence as as a forum and a lobby group in advancing a distinctive but
amorphous agenda amongst global politics.

Isotopes: A Very Short Introduction
Ellam, Rob
9780198723622
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. A number of black and white
halftones and diagrams. 6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 263
Oxford University Press
An isotope is a variant form of a chemical element, containing a
different number of neutrons in its nucleus. Most elements exist as
several isotopes. Many are stable while others are radioactive, and
some may only exist fleetingly before decaying into other elements.
In this Very Short Introduction, Rob Ellam explains how isotopes
have proved enormously important across all the sciences and in archaeology. Radioactive
isotopes may be familiar from their use in nuclear weapons, nuclear power, and in medicine,
as well as in carbon dating. They have been central to establishing the age of the Earth and the
origins of the solar system. Combining previous and new research, Ellam provides an
overview of the nature of stable and radioactive isotopes, and considers their wide range of
modern applications.

Agriculture: A Very Short Introduction
Brassley, Paul and Soffe, Richard
9780198725961
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 9 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 265
Oxford University Press
Agriculture, one of the oldest human occupations, is practised all
over the world, using techniques ranging from the profoundly
traditional to the most scientifically advanced. Without it we
would starve. Yet how many of us understand what is happening
in the fields that we see as we drive through the countryside? How
often do we think about the origins of the food in our trolley? In
this Very Short Introduction Paul Brassley and Richard Soffe explain what farmers do and
why they do it. Beginning with the most basic resource, the soil, they show why it is
important, and how farmers can increase its productivity, before turning to the plants and
animals that grow on it, and tracing the connections between their biology and the various
ways in which farmers work with them. The authors conclude by looking at some of the
controversial issues facing contemporary agriculture: its sustainability; its impact on wildlife
and landscape; issues of animal welfare; and the affect of climate change and the development
of genetically modified organisms on farmers.

Adolescence: A Very Short Introduction
Smith, Peter K.
9780199665563
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 8 black and white illustrations.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Oxford University Press
Catalog Sequence: 269
Adolescence is a turbulent period to live through, and a time of
importance and concern to parents, teachers, and social workers.
Marking the transition from the world of childhood to adult life, the
adolescent faces many challenges and opportunities, including
forming their own identity, relating to often conflicting demands
from parents and peers, and negotiating first romantic relationships. In this Very Short
Introduction, Peter K. Smith provides an engaging and informative overview of what we
know and what we are learning about adolescence. Including both a guide to the classical
research that has informed our knowledge, as well as the results of the modern research into
the contemporary adolescent experience, Smith examines a number of aspects of adolescence,
including the cultural and historical context, the biological changes to the adolescent brain,
and the controversies that adolescence brings.

British Cinema: A Very Short Introduction
Barr, Charles
9780199688333
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 20 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 271
Oxford University Press
Cinema has had a hugely influential role on global culture in the 20th
century at multiple levels: social, political, and educational. The part of
British cinema in this has been controversial - often derided as a
whole, but also vigorously celebrated, especially in terms of specific
films and film-makers. In this Very Short Introduction, Charles Barr considers films and
filmmakers, and studios and sponsorship, against the wider view of changing artistic, sociopolitical, and industrial climates over the decades of the 20th Century. Considering British
cinema in the wake of one of the most familiar of cinematic reference points - Alfred Hitchcock
- Barr traces how British cinema has developed its own unique path, and has since been
celebrated for its innovative approaches and distinctive artistic language.
Savanna: A Very Short Introduction
Furley, Peter A.
9780198717225
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 32 black and white halftones.
6.9 x 4.4 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 273
Oxford University Press
Savannas form one of the largest and most important of the world's
ecological zones. Covering one fifth of the Earth's land surface, they
are home to some of the world's most iconic animals and form an
extremely important global resource for plants and wildlife.
However, increasing recognition of their land potential means that
they are extremely vulnerable to accelerating pressures on usable land. This Very Short
Introduction considers savannas as landscapes. Discussing their origin, topography, and
global distribution, Peter A. Furley explores the dynamic nature of savannas and illustrates
how they have shaped human evolution and movements. He goes on to discuss the
unrelenting pressures that confront conservation and management and considers the future
for savannas.

Copernicus: A Very Short Introduction
Gingerich, Owen
9780199330966
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 10 illus. / 160 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 275
Oxford University Press
Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) is a pivotal figure in the birth of
modern science, the astronomer who stopped the sun and set the
earth in motion. Born in Poland, educated at Cracow and then in Italy,
he served all of his adult life as a church administrator. His vision of a
sun-centered universe, shocking to many and unbelievable to most,
turned out to be the essential blueprint for a physical understanding of celestial motions,
thereby triggering what is commonly called the Copernican revolution. A first edition of his
world-changing treatise, De Revolutionibus Orbium Coelestium, has most recently been
auctioned for more than $2 million. In this book, leading historian of science Owen Gingerich
sets Copernicus in the context of a rapidly changing world, where the recent invention of
printing with moveable type not only made sources more readily available to him, but also
fueled Martin's Luther's transformation of the religious landscape. In an era of geographical
exploration and discovery, new ideas were replacing time-honored concepts about the extent
of inhabited continents. Gingerich reveals Copernicus' heliocentric revolution as an aesthetic
achievement not dictated by observational proofs, but another new way of looking at the
ancient cosmos. Deftly combining astronomy and history, this Very Short Introduction offers a
fascinating portray of the man who launched the modern vision of the universe. Out of
Gingerich's engaging biography emerges the image of a scientist, intellectual, patriot, and
reformer, who lived in an era when political as well as religious beliefs were shifting.
Translation: A Very Short Introduction
Reynolds, Matthew
9780198712114
Paperback / Very Short Introduction. 8 black and white illustrations /
144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 277
Oxford University Press
Translation is everywhere, and matters to everybody. Translation
doesn't only give us foreign news, dubbed films and instructions for
using the microwave: without it, there would be no world religions,
and our literatures, our cultures, and our languages would be
unrecognisable. In this Very Short Introduction, Matthew Reynolds gives an authoritative and
thought-provoking account of the field, from ancient Akkadian to World English, from St
Jerome to Google Translate. He shows how translation determines meaning, how it matters in
commerce, empire, conflict and resistance, and why it is fundamental to literature and the arts.

Learning: A Very Short Introduction
Haselgrove, Mark
9780199688364
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 25 black and white halftones
/ 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 279
Oxford University Press
What is learning? How does it take place? What happens when it
goes wrong? The topic of learning has been central to the
development of the science of psychology since its inception.
Without learning there can be no memory, no language and no
intelligence. Indeed it is rather difficult to imagine a part of
psychology, or neuroscience, that learning does not touch upon. In this Very Short
Introduction Mark Haselgrove describes learning from the perspective of associative theories
of classical and instrumental conditioning, and considers why these are the dominant, and best
described analyses of learning in contemporary psychology. Tracing the origins of these
theories, he discusses the techniques used to study learning in both animals and humans, and
considers the importance of learning for animal behaviour and survival.

Drugs: A Very Short Introduction - 2nd Edition
Iversen, Leslie
9780198745792
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 23 halftones & line illus. 4-1/2
x 7 inches / 144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 281
Oxford University Press
The twentieth century saw a remarkable upsurge of research on
drugs, with major advances in the treatment of bacterial and viral
infections, heart disease, stomach ulcers, cancer, and mental illnesses.
These, along with the introduction of the oral contraceptive, have
altered all of our lives. There has also been an increase in the recreational use and abuse of
drugs in the Western world. This Very Short Introduction gives a non-technical account of
how drugs act on the body and how therapeutic drugs are developed and tested, then goes on
to review both legal (prescription, alcohol, nicotine, and caffeine) and illegal drugs, and
discuss current ideas about why some drugs are addictive, and whether drug laws need
reform.

Circadian Rhythms: A Very Short Introduction
Foster, Russell and Kreitzman, Leon
9780198717683
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 20 black and white halftones /
144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 283
Oxford University Press
The earth's daily rotation affects just about every living creature.
From dawn through to dusk, there are changes in light, temperature,
humidity, and rainfall. However, these changes are regular, rhythmic
and, therefore, predictable. Thus, the near 24 hour circadian rhythm is
innate: a genetically programmed clock that essentially ticks of its own accord. This Very Short
Introduction explains how organisms can know the time and reveals what we now understand
of the nature and operation of chronobiological processes. Covering variables such as light, the
metabolism, human health, and the seasons, Foster and Kreitzman illustrate how jet lag and
shift work can impact on human well-being, and consider circadian rhythms alongside a wide
range of disorders, from schizophrenia to obesity.

Islamic Ethics: A Very Short Introduction
Ramadan, Tariq
9780199589326
Paperback / Very Short Introductions. 15 black and white halftones /
144 pages
$11.95
Catalog Sequence: 285
Oxford University Press
The concept of 'ethics' involves the choice between what is 'right' and
what is 'wrong', but no exact equivalent of the word 'ethics' exists in
the Arabic language. Instead, the Arabic terms used to describe ethics
cover a whole range of complimentary teachings with regard to
concepts such as dignity, justice, and equality, about which Islamic legal scholars, thinkers and
mystics have by no means always agreed. In this Very Short Introduction Tariq Ramadan
examines the traditional contents of Islamic ethics and the dominant objectives of Islamic
teachings. Analysing new approaches which are currently making their appearance, he shows
how the ethical considerations of Islamic ethics are not far removed from those central to the
Jewish, Catholic, Protestant and even Buddhist traditions.

Victorian Fairy Tales
Newton, Michael
9780198737599
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. 24 black and white
illustrations / 496 pages
$14.95
Catalog Sequence: 287
Oxford University Press
'The Queen and the bat had been talking a good deal that
afternoon...' The Victorian fascination with fairyland vivified the
literature of the period, and led to some of the most imaginative fairy
tales ever written. They offer the shortest path to the age's dreams,
desires, and wishes. Authors central to the nineteenth-century canon
such as W. M. Thackeray, Oscar Wilde, Ford Madox Ford, and Rudyard Kipling wrote fairy
tales, and authors primarily famous for their work in the genre include George MacDonald,
Juliana Ewing, Mary De Morgan, and Andrew Lang. This anthology brings together fourteen
of the best stories, by these and other outstanding practitioners, to show the vibrancy and
variety of the form and its abilities to reflect our deepest concerns. In tales of whimsy and
romance, witty satire and uncanny mystery, love, suffering, family and the travails of identity
are imaginatively explored. Michael Newton's introduction and notes provide illuminating
contextual and biographical information about the authors and the development of the literary
fairy tale. A selection of original illustrations is also included.

The Monk - New Edition
Lewis, Matthew
9780198704454
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Edited by Nick Groom / 432
pages
$9.95
Catalog Sequence: 289
Oxford University Press
'He was deaf to the murmurs of conscience, and resolved to satisfy
his desires at any price.' The Monk (1796) is a sensational story of
temptation and depravity, a masterpiece of Gothic fiction and the first
horror novel in English literature. The respected monk Ambrosio, the
Abbot of a Capuchin monastery in Madrid, is overwhelmed with desire for a young girl; once
having abandoned his monastic vows he begins a terrible descent into immorality and
violence. His appalling fall from grace embraces blasphemy, black magic, torture, rape, and
murder, and places his very soul in jeopardy. Lewis's extraordinary tale drew on folklore,
legendary ghost stories, and contemporary dread inspired by the terrors of the French
Revolution. Its excesses shocked the reading public and it was condemned as obscene. The
novel continues to beguile and shock readers today with its gruesome catalogue of iniquities,
while at the same time giving a profound insight into the deep anxieties experienced by British
citizens during one of the most turbulent periods in the nation's history.

The Compleat Angler - New Edition
Walton, Izaak and Cotton,Charles
9780198745464
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Edited by Marjorie Swann. 10
black and white, 4 maps. 7.7 x 5.1 inches / 336 pages
$13.95
Catalog Sequence: 293
Oxford University Press
'I envy no body but him, and him only, that catches more fish than
I do.' A unique celebration of the English countryside and the most
famous book on angling ever published, Walton's Compleat Angler
first appeared in 1653. In 1676, at Walton's invitation, his friend
Charles Cotton contributed his pioneering exploration of flyfishing. The book is both a manual of instruction and a vision of society in harmony with
nature. It guides the novice fisherman on how to catch and cook a variety of fish, on how to
select and prepare the best bait and make artificial flies, and on the habits of freshwater fish. It
also promotes angling as a communal activity in which the bonds of friendship are forged
through shared experience of the natural world. Anecdotes, poetry, music, and song
intersperse the rural descriptions, which promote conservation as well as sport. This new
edition highlights the book's continuing relevance to our relationship with the environment,
and explores the turbulent history from which it came.

Jezebel’s Daughter
Collins, Wilkie
9780198703211
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Edited by Jason David Hall.
7.7 x 5.1 inches / 304 pages
$13.95
Catalog Sequence: 295
Oxford University Press
'The power that I have dreamed of all my life is mine at last!' How
far is a mother prepared to go to secure her daughter's future?
Madame Fontaine, widow of an eminent chemist, has both the
determination and the cunning to bring young Minna's marriage
plans to fruition, with dangerous consequences for anyone who
dares to stand in her way. But has she met her match in Jack Straw,
one-time inmate of Bedlam lunatic asylum? It will take a visit to the morgue to find out who
triumphs - and who comes out alive. Reminiscent of Collins's blockbusters The Woman in
White and Armadale, this suspenseful case study in villainy is set against the financial world
of 1820s Frankfurt and tells the story of two widows, one of them devoted to realizing her
husband's social reforms, the other equally devoted to the pursuit of her daughter's happiness.

King Solomon’s Mines
Haggard, H. Rider
9780198722953
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Edited by Roger Luckhurst.
7.7 x 5.1 inches / 272 pages
$13.95
Catalog Sequence: 296
Oxford University Press
'Don't you see that we are buried alive?' When Allan Quatermain is
approached by Sir Henry Curtis and his friend Captain Good to
search for Sir Henry's missing brother, deep in the African interior,
he agrees to lead their expedition. Quatermain has a map to the
fabled King Solomon's Mines, whose treasure the missing man
sought to attain. Their journey takes them to Kukuanaland, where they find a warrior tribe in
thrall to King Twala. Soon the white men are embroiled in a desperate tribal battle, and
Quatermain's expedition can only reach its goal with the aid of Gagool, the ancient 'mother' no
one trusts. Haggard's exciting adventure story captivated readers when it was first published
in 1885. It helped inaugurate a wave of 'lost world' romances inspired by the exploits of British
explorers in colonial Africa. This new edition looks at Haggard's own African experiences and
unlikely literary success, and his ambivalent attitude to the native tribes and the ravages of the
British Empire.
Sentimental Education
Flaubert, Gustave
9780199686636
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Translated by Helen
Constantine and Edited by Patrick Coleman. 7.7 x 5.1 inches / 432
pages
$17.95
Catalog Sequence: 298
Oxford University Press
'For certain men the stronger their desire, the less likely they are to
act.' With his first glimpse of Madame Arnoux, Frederic Moreau is
convinced he has found his romantic destiny, but when he pursues
her to Paris the young student is unable to translate his passion into
decisive action. He also finds himself distracted by the equally romantic appeal of political
action in the turbulent years leading up to the revolution of 1848, and by the attractions of
three other women, each of whom seeks to make him her own: a haughty society lady, a
capricious courtesan, and an artless country girl. Flaubert offers a vivid and unsparing portrait
of the young men of his generation, struggling to salvage something of their ideals in a city
where corruption, consumerism, and a pervasive sense of disenchantment undermine all but
the most compromised erotic, aesthetic, and social initiatives. Sentimental Education combines
thoroughgoing irony with an impartial but unexpectedly intense sympathy in a novel whose
realism competes with that of Balzac and whose innovations in narrative plot and perspective
mark a turning-point in the development of literary modernism.

Oedipus the King and Other Tragedies: Oedipus the King, Aias,
Philoctetes, Oedipus at Colonus
Sophocles
9780192806857
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Translated by Oliver Taplin. 4
maps. 7.7 x 5.1 inches / 384 pages
$14.95
Catalog Sequence: 300
Oxford University Press
Oedipus the King, Aias, Philoctetes. Oedipus at Colonus. Sophocles
stands as one of the greatest dramatists of all time, and one of the
most influential on artists and thinkers over the centuries. In these
four tragedies he portrays the extremes of human suffering and emotion, turning the heroic
myths into supreme works of poetry and dramatic action. Oedipus the King follows Oedipus,
the 'man of sorrow', who has unwittingly chosen to enact his prophesied course by murdering
his father and marrying his mother. In Aias, the great warrior confronts the harrowing
humiliation inflicted upon him, while Philoctetes sees a once-noble hero nursing his
resentment after ten years of marooned isolation. In Oedipus at Colonus the blind Oedipus,
who has wandered far and wide as a beggar, finally meets his mysterious death. These
original and distinctive verse translations convey the vitality of Sophocles' poetry and the
vigour of the plays in performance. Each play is accompanied by an introduction and
substantial notes on topographical and mythical references and interpretation.

Earth
Zola, Emile
9780199677870
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Translated by Brian Nelson
and Julie Rose. 7.7 x 5.1 inches / 464 pages
$15.95
Catalog Sequence: 302
Oxford University Press
'Only the earth is immortal...the earth we love enough to commit
murder for her.' Zola's novel of peasant life, the fifteenth in the
Rougon-Macquart series, is generally regarded as one of his finest
achievements, comparable to Germinal and L'Assommoir. Set in a
village in the Beauce, in northern France, it depicts the harshness of
the peasants' world and their visceral attachment to the land. Jean Macquart, a veteran of the
battle of Solferino and now an itinerant farm labourer, is drawn into the affairs of the Fouan
family when he starts courting young Françoise. He becomes involved in a bitter dispute over
the property of Papa Fouan when the old man divides his land between his three children.
Resentment turns to greed and violence in a Darwinian battle for supremacy. Zola's
unflinching depiction of the savagery of peasant life shocked his readers, and led to attacks on
Naturalism's literary agenda. This new translation captures the novel's blend of brutality and
lyricism in its evocation of the inexorable cycle of the natural world.

Oxford University Press
Anna Karenina - 2nd Edition
Tolstoy, Leo
9780198748847
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Translated by Rosamund
Bartlett. 7.7 x 5.1 inches / 896 pages
$15.95
OUP Spring Summer 2016
Catalog Sequence: 304
'Love...it means too much to me, far more than you can understand.'
Anna Karenina is a beautiful and intelligent woman, whose
passionate love for a handsome officer sweeps aside all other ties - to
her marriage and to the network of relationships and moral values that bind the society
around her. Her love affair with Vronsky is played out alongside the developing romance
between Kitty and Levin, and in the character of Levin, closely based on Tolstoy himself, the
search for happiness takes on a deeper philosophical significance. One of the greatest novels
ever written, Anna Karenina combines penetrating psychological insight with an encyclopedic
depiction of Russian life in the 1870s. From high society St Petersburg to the threshing fields
on Levin's estate, the novel's intricate labyrinth of connections is deeply involving. Rosamund
Bartlett's new translation conveys Tolstoy's precision of meaning and emotional accuracy in an
English version that is vivid, nuanced, and compelling.

The Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge
Rilke, Rainer Maria
9780199646036
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Translated by Robert Vilain.
7.7 x 5.1 inches / 272 pages
$15.95
Catalog Sequence: 306
Oxford University Press
'An indescribable, aching, futile longing for myself.' The young
Danish aristocrat Malte Laurids Brigge has been left rootless by the
early death of his parents. Now living in Paris, Malte begins to
record his life in a series of loosely connected notes, diary entries,
prose poems, parables and stories, ostensibly collected by a
fictional editor to form the Notebooks. Focusing on Malte's
observations and experiences in the present, recollections of his childhood and family, and his
reflections on historical events, these notes in highly crafted poetic prose explore the themes of
life in the metropolis, poverty, sickness and death, love, memory and time, and perception and
language. The only extended prose work by the German poet Rainer Maria Rilke, The
Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge is a landmark in the development of the twentieth-century
novel. It marks a radical departure from nineteenth-century realism, transcending conventions
of linear narrative to reflect a consciousness in crisis, and an archetypal confrontation with the
modern.

An Autobiography: And Other Writings - Second Edition
Trollope, Anthony
9780199675296
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Edited by Nicholas Shrimpton.
7.7 x 5.1 inches / 368 pages
$15.95
Catalog Sequence: 308
Oxford University Press
'I hated the office. I hated my work...the only career in life within my
reach was that of an author.' The only autobiography by a major
Victorian novelist, Trollope's account offers a fascinating insight into
his literary life and opinions. After a miserable childhood and
misspent youth, Trollope turned his life around at the age of twenty-six. By 1860 the
'hobbledehoy' had become both a senior civil servant and a best-selling novelist. He worked
for the Post Office for many years and stood unsuccessfully for Parliament. Best-known for the
two series of novels grouped loosely around the clerical and political professions, the
Barsetshire and Palliser series, in his Autobiography Trollope frankly describes his writing
habits. His apparent preoccupation with contracts, deadlines, and earnings, and his account of
the remorseless regularity with which he produced his daily quota of words, has divided
opinion ever since. This edition reassesses the work's distinctive qualities and includes a
selection of Trollope's critical writings to show how subtle and complex his approach to
literature really was.
Second Treatise of Government and A Letter Concerning Toleration
Locke, John
9780198732440
Paperback / Oxford World's Classics. Edited by Mark Goldie. 7.7 x
5.1 inches / 240 pages
$15.95
Catalog Sequence: 312
Oxford University Press
'Man being born...to perfect freedom...hath by nature a power...to
preserve his property, that is, his life, liberty and estate.' Locke's
Second Treatise of Government (1689) is one of the great classics of
political philosophy, widely regarded as the foundational text of
modern liberalism. In it Locke insists on majority rule, and regards
no government as legitimate unless it has the consent of the people. He sets aside people's
ethnicities, religions, and cultures and envisages political societies which command our assent
because they meet our elemental needs simply as humans. His work helped to entrench ideas
of a social contract, human rights, and protection of property as the guiding principles for just
actions and just societies. Published in the same year, A Letter Concerning Toleration aimed to
end Christianity's wars of religion and called for the separation of church and state so that
everyone could enjoy freedom of conscience. In this edition of these two major works, Mark
Goldie considers the contested nature of Locke's reputation, which is often appropriated by
opposing political and religious ideologies.

Fowler’s Concise English Dictionary - 3rd edition
Butterfield, Jeremy (editor)
9780199666317
Paperback / Oxford Quick Reference. 7.7 x 5.1 inches / 688 pages
$18.95
Catalog Sequence: 314
Oxford University Press
Fowler's Concise Dictionary of Modern English Usage is an invaluable
reference work that offers the best advice on English usage. Known in
previous editions as the 'Pocket Fowler', this third edition is a
descendant of the original 1926 edition of A Dictionary of Modern
English Usage by Henry Fowler. Based on the unrivalled evidence and research of the Oxford
Dictionaries Programme, the new edition answers your most frequently asked questions about
language use. Should you use a split infinitive, or a preposition at the end of a sentence? Is it
infer or imply? Who or whom? What are the main differences between British and American
English? Over 4,000 entries offer clear recommendations on issues of grammar, pronunciation,
spelling, confusable words, and written style. Real examples are drawn from OUP's vast
database of classic and contemporary literary sources, newspapers and magazines, and the
Internet. Jeremy Butterfield has judiciously revised the text to reflect the English usage
practices and concerns of the 21st century. More than 200 new entries have been added,
including increased coverage of recently emerged sensitive terms (e.g. disabled/handicapped).
The existing entries have been thoroughly revised to update any out-of-date language and to
ensure that the entries reflect current usage. This dictionary is an indispensable companion for
anyone who wants to use the English language effectively.
Black Tommies: British Soldiers of African Descent in the First World
War
Costello, Ray
9781781380192
Paperback / First Edition. 6-1/8 x 9-1/4 inches. 12 B&W illustrations /
208 pages
$29.95
Catalog Sequence: 350
Oxford University Press/Liverpool University Press
Black Tommies is the first book entirely dedicated to the part played by
soldiers of African descent in the British regular army during the First
World War. If African colonial troops have been ignored by historians, the existence of any
substantial narrative around Black British soldiers enlisting in the United Kingdom during the
First World War is equally unknown, even in military circles. Much more material is now
coming to light, such as the oral testimony of veterans, and the author has researched widely
to gather fresh and original material for this fascinating book from primary documentary
sources in archives to private material kept in the metaphorical (and actual) shoe boxes of
descendants of black Tommies. Reflecting the global nature of the conflict, Black Tommies
takes us on a journey from Africa to the Caribbean and North America to the streets of British
port cities such as Cardiff, Liverpool and those of North Eastern England.

Africa's Long Road Since Independence: The Many Histories of a
Continent
Somerville, Keith
9781849045155
Hardcover / A Hurst Publication / 408 pages
$34.95
Catalog Sequence: 369
Oxford University Press
Over the last half century, sub-Saharan Africa has not had one
history, but many - histories that have intertwined, converged and
diverged. They have involved a continuing saga of decolonization
and state-building, conflict, economic problems, but also progress.
This new view of those histories looks in particular at the
relationship between territorial, economic, political and societal structures and human agency
in the complex and sometimes confusing development of an independent Africa. The story
starts well before the granting of independence to Ghana in 1957, with an introductory chapter
about pre-colonial societies, slavery and colonial occupation. But the thrust of the book looks
at Africa in the closing decades of the old millennium and the beginning of the new
millennium. While this book examines post-colonial conflicts within and between new states,
it also considers the history of the peoples of Africa - their struggle for economic development
in the context of harsh local environments and the economic straitjacket into which they were
strapped by colonial rule is charted in detail. The importance of imposed or inherited
structures, whether the global capitalist system, of which Africa is a subordinate part, or the
artificial and often inappropriate state borders and political systems set up by colonial powers
will be examined in the light of the exercise of agency by African peoples, political movements
and leaders.
Cairo Inside Out
Naylor, Trevor
9789774167560
Hardcover / 150 color photographs. Photographs by Doriana
MacMullen / 160 pages
$29.95
Catalog Sequence: 374
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
Cairo is a city of splendor and spectacle, long celebrated as
much for its warmth and bustling street life as for the legacy
of its tumultuous past. Yet for the countless visitors who fall
under its spell, the prolonged din of its crowds and traffic can seem overwhelming at times,
tempting them out of the city's open spaces into its shadow light, the cooler, quieter interiors
of restaurants, homes, hotels, and terraces. Cairo Inside Out evokes the light and moods of this
great metropolis with stunning photographs shot from the city's indoor havens. We observe it
through and from nostalgic haunts, such as Café Riche and the Windsor Hotel, and look out
onto its great sights-the Nile, the Red Pyramid at Dahshur, Ibn Tulun mosque-from the most
intimate urban interiors, homes, and watersides.

On the Nile in the Golden Age of Travel: Calendar 2017
9781617976612
Calendar / 12 color illus. 13 x 12 inches / 24 pages
$14.95
Catalog Sequence: 375
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
This large-format wall calendar presents twelve fascinating
historical photographs from the golden age of the Nile cruise, in
the days of grand steamers and elegant dahabeeyahs, of relaxing
in wicker chairs on deck, and of visits to ancient temples on donkeyback. The illustrations are
taken from the bestselling book On the Nile in the Golden Age of Travel, by Andrew
Humphreys (AUC Press, 2015). The calendar is practically designed with plenty of space to
write in special events and daily appointments throughout the year.

The Taste of Egypt: Home Cooking from the Middle East
Eldaief, Dyna
9789774167553
Hardcover / 120 color photographs / 224 pages
$35.00
Catalog Sequence: 376
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
Combining mouthwatering recipes with a fresh, contemporary
design, The Taste of Egypt brings the sophisticated colors and
flavors of Egyptian and Middle Eastern cuisine to the modern home
kitchen in unpretentious, down-to-earth style. Impress your dinner
guests with sublime appetizers such as stuffed-vine leaves and roast eggplant dip. Cook up a
storm with silky cumin-infused lentil soup, sensational spiced meatballs, and delicious
artichokes cooked in red pepper sauce. There are summery salads to fill a picnic hamper and
hearty slow-cooked beans and basterma (fenugreek-spiced cured beef) to evoke the bustling
warmth of a Middle Eastern food market. And the recipes for sweet delights are designed to
satisfy even the most persistent sweet tooth. Presented in a
vibrant, accessible style and beautifully illustrated with fullcolor photography, The Taste of Egypt is a celebration of a
great culinary tradition and an exciting addition to the
repertoire of the modern home cook.
Dyna Eldaief was discovered by the Middle East edition of
the reality television cooking show, The Taste, after she began
to blog and post clips on YouTube about her mother's recipes. She continues her passion for
Middle Eastern cuisine by maintaining her blog and giving cooking classes. She lives in
Melbourne with her husband and three children.

Gods and Myths of Ancient Egypt
Armour, Robert A.
9789774167485
Paperback / 50 b/w illus. / 224 pages
$19.95
Catalog Sequence: 381
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
A new edition of the classic, must-have book on Ancient Egyptian
mythology. The stories of the sun god Ra, the tragic death and rebirth
of Osiris with the help of Isis, the near-burlesque of Horus' battle with
the evil Seth, and the 'gods of the intellect' Thoth and Maat, and many
more. Complemented with more than 50 photographs and line
drawings. For all ages. Robert Armour's classic text, long cherished by a generation of readers,
is now complemented with more than 50 new photographs and line drawings that show the
gods and goddesses in their characteristic forms. Armour maintains a strong narrative thread
with illuminating commentary in his lively, vigorous retelling of stories from Egyptian
mythology, including those of the sun god Ra, the tragic death and rebirth of Osiris with the
help of Isis, the near-burlesque of Horus' battle with the evil Seth, and the ''gods of the
intellect'' Thoth and Maat. Now with an updated bibliography and glossary as well as new
charts showing the gods at a glance and ancient Egyptian chronology in brief, this book is sure
to inform and enchant a new generation of readers.
Hidden Egypt: An Artist's Coloring Book: Explore, Color, &
Reveal
Navarro, Dominique
9789774167652
Paperback / 16 illus. / 32 pages
$9.95
Catalog Sequence: 384
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
A new, one-of-a-kind, both entertaining and informative, stressrelieving ancient Egypt coloring book. A unique colorful journey
through ancient Egyptian gods, beloved animals, hieroglyphs,
and designs, complemented with fun Egyptology facts and
ancient Egyptian coloring tips. Beautiful, detailed, and inspiring original illustrations by the
Emmy Award winning art director and Egyptophile, Dominique Navarro. Embark on a
colorful journey to reveal a hidden Egypt! Explore Egyptian gods, animals, hieroglyphs,
designs, and more as you color the elaborate artwork, revealing vibrant details while learning
unusual Egyptology facts and coloring tips along the way. Learn about ancient Egypt color
theory, including the history of primary colors in the Egyptian palette, their meaning and
symbolism, to inspire your own artistic coloring choices. Use your imagination to color, or
follow the suggestions accompanying each art panel, including techniques for adding texture,
shading, and depth to your artwork. Hidden Egypt is filled with beautifully detailed, inspiring
artwork and designs to color, frame, and display in your home.

Mortal Designs: A Novel
Bassiouney, Reem
9789774167140
Paperback / Translated by Melanie Magidow / 240 pages
$16.95
Catalog Sequence: 388
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
Captain Murad is busy planning for the Afterlife. He dreams of a
grand, sunlit mausoleum on the banks of the Nile. To realize his
pharaonic folly, the retired captain kindles an unlikely romance
between Hazem, a feckless architect longing for immortality, and
Asma, an impoverished single mother who strives for a better life for
her children. As Murad's tomb rises on the riverbank, so Hazem and Asma
fall in love. A contemporary Egyptian romance of rare grace and wit,
played out by characters trapped in their attitudes toward class and gender.
Award-winning Egyptian novelist Reem Bassiouney is an associate
professor at the American University in Cairo, having taught at Cambridge,
Oxford, and Utah. She writes widely on gender and linguistics. She lives in Cairo, Egypt. An
adjunct professor at the University of Rhode Island, translator Melanie Magidow's research
draws on literature and folklore. She lives in New York.
The Televangelist: A Novel
Essa, Ibrahim
9789774167188
Paperback / Hoopoe imprint. Translated by Jonathan Wright / 512
pages
$16.95
Catalog Sequence: 389
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
A bestseller in Arabic, this satirical novel from one of Egypt's most
outspoken journalists exposes the religious hypocrisy and political
power play during Mubarak's era. An eye-opening story that
challenges conventional Muslim world views and critiques organized
religion. Shortlisted for the 2013 prestigious Arabic Booker prize. Meet Egypt's top TV
preacher Hatem el-Shenawi: a national celebrity revered by housewives and
politicians alike for delivering Islam to the masses. Charismatic and quickwitted, he has friends in high places. But when he is entrusted with a secret
that threatens to wreak havoc across the country, he is drawn into a web of
political intrigue at the very heart of government. Can Hatem's fame and
fortune save him from this unspeakable scandal?
Bestselling Egyptian author Ibrahim Essa is a renowed journalist, TV
personality, and political commentator. He lives in Cairo, Egypt.

A Rare Blue Bird Flies with Me: A Novel
Fadel, Youssef
9789774167546
Paperback / Hoopoe imprint. Translated by Jonathan Smolin / 272
pages
$16.95
Catalog Sequence: 391
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
Shortlisted for the 2014 Prestigious Arabic Booker Prize. By the awardwinning Moroccan novelist and screenwriter, Youssef Fadel. Concerns a
pivotal period in Morocco's recent history. Spring, 1990. After years of
searching in vain, a stranger presses a scrap of paper into Zina's pocket. It's from Aziz: the
man who vanished the day after their wedding almost two decades ago. It propels Zina on a
final quest for a secret desert jail in southern Morocco, where her husband crouches in despair,
dreaming of his former life. Fadel pays powerful testament to a terrible period in Morocco's
history, known as 'the years of cinders and lead,' and masterfully evokes the
suffering inflicted on those who supported the failed coup against King
Hassan II in 1972.
Award-winning Moroccan novelist and screenwriter Youssef Fadel was born
in Casablanca in 1949. During Morocco's 'Years of Lead' he was imprisoned in
the notorious Moulay al-Sheriff prison (1974-75). A Rare Blue Bird Flies with
Me is his ninth novel. He lives in Casablanca, Morocco.
Whitefly: A Novel
Hamdouchi, Abdelilah
9789774167515
Paperback / Hoopoe imprint. Translated by Jonathan Smolin / 144
pages
$14.95
Catalog Sequence: 392
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
A Moroccan detective novel translated into English. The traffickers.
The drug dealers. The smugglers. They know what it takes to get a
gun into Morocco, and so does Detective Laafrit. When a fourth
corpse in three days washes up in Tangier with
a bullet in the chest, Laafrit knows this isn't just
another 'illegal' who didn't make it to the Spanish coast. As his team
hunts for the murder weapon, Laafrit follows a hunch and reveals the
killer at the heart of an international conspiracy.
Born in Mekne s, Morocco in 1958, Abdelilah Hamdouchi is one of the
first writers of police fiction in Arabic and a prolific, award-winning
screenwriter of police thrillers. Many of his novels, including the
acclaimed The Final Bet, address democratic and human rights issues.

Time of White Horses: A Novel
Nasrallah, Ibrahim
9789774167577
Paperback / Hoopoe imprint. Translated by Nancy Roberts / 624
pages
$19.95
Catalog Sequence: 393
Oxford University Press/American University in Cairo Press
A sweeping saga drawing on the key moments in Near Eastern history
and the Israel/Palestine conflict. Shortlisted for the 2009 Prestigious
Arabic Booker Prize. A critically acclaimed work of historical, cultural,
and political importance in Middle East conflict by a world renowned author.
Spanning the collapse of Ottoman rule and the British Mandate in Palestine, this is the story of
three generations of a defiant family from the Palestinian village of Hadiya before 1948.
Through the lives of Mahmud, chief elder of Hadiya, his son Khaled, and Khaled's grandson
Naji, we enter the lives of a tribe whose fate is decided by one
colonizer after another. Khaled's remarkable white mare,
Hamama, and her descendants feel and share the family's
struggles and as a siege grips Hadiya, it falls to Khaled to save
his people from a descending tyranny.
Ibrahim Nasrallah is considered one of the most influential
voices of his generation. Raised in a refugee camp to Palestinian parents, he became a
journalist before turning to creative writing. His work includes fourteen novels. He lives in
Amman, Jordan. An award-winning translator of Naguib Mahfouz, Ghada Samman, and
Mohamed el-Bisatie, Nancy Roberts lives in Amman, Jordan.

Fordham University Press Spring 2016
Teaching While Black: A New Voice on Race and Education in
New York City
Lewis, Pamela
9780823271412
Paperback / 240 pages
$19.95
Catalog Sequence: 1
Oxford University Press/Fordham University Press
First book written by a black woman on her personal experiences
as a teacher. A moving book about the real-life experiences of a
black woman teacher in the NYC public school system. It's an
inside look an inert bureaucracy, inept and cruel administrators,
and ineffective testing requirements all with an eye toward
helping inner city kids learn.
Teaching should never be color-blind. In a world where many believe the best approach
toward eradicating racism is to feign ignorance of our palpable physical differences, a few
have led the movement toward convincing fellow educators not only to consider race but to
use it as the very basis of their teaching. This is what education activist and writer Pamela
Lewis has set upon to do in her compelling book, Teaching While Black: A New Voice on Race
and Education in New York City. As the title suggests, embracing blackness in the classroom
can be threatening to many and thus challenging to carry out in the present school system.
Unapologetic and gritty, Teaching While Black offers an insightful, honest portrayal of Lewis's
turbulent eleven-year relationship within the New York City public school system and her
fight to survive in a profession that has undervalued her worth and her understanding of how
children of color learn best. Tracing her educational journey with its roots in the North Bronx,
Lewis paints a vivid, intimate picture of her battle to be heard in a system struggling to unlock
the minds of the children it serves, while stifling the voices of teachers of color who hold the
key. The reader gains full access to a perspective that has been virtually ignored since the No
Child Left Behind Act, through which questions surrounding increased resignation rates by
teachers of color and failing test scores can be answered. Teaching While Black is both a deeply
personal narrative of a black woman's real-life experiences and a clarion call for culturally
responsive teaching. Lewis fearlessly addresses the reality of toxic school culture head-on and
gives readers an inside look at the inert bureaucracy, heavy-handed administrators, and
ineffective approach to pedagogy that prevent inner-city kids from learning. At the heart of
Lewis's moving narrative is her passion. Each chapter delves deeper into the author's
conscious uncoupling from the current trends in public education that diminish proven
remedies for academic underachievement, as observed from her own experiences as a teacher
of students of color. Teaching While Black summons everyone to re-examine what good
teaching looks like. Through a powerful vision, together with practical ideas and strategies for
teachers navigating very difficult waters, Lewis delivers hope for the future of teaching and
learning in inner-city schools.

The Amazing Adventures of Bob Brown: A Real-Life Zelig Who Wrote
His Way Through The 20th Century
Saper, Craig
9780823271467
Paperback / 288 pages
$24.95
Catalog Sequence: 2
Oxford University Press/Fordham University Press
Explores the lives of Robert Carlton Brown--one of the most successful
writers and publishers in the first half of the twentieth century--as an
unknown cultural force that influenced literature, media, e-media, and
cultural studies.
Contemporary publishing, e-media, and writing owe much to an unsung hero who worked in
the trenches of the culture industry (for pulp magazines, Hollywood films, and advertising)
and caroused and collaborated with the avant-garde throughout the first half of the twentieth
century. Robert Carlton Brown (1886-1959) turned up in the midst of virtually every significant
American literary, artistic, political, and popular or countercultural movement of his time-from Chicago's Cliff Dweller's Club to Greenwich Village's bohemians and the Imagist poets;
from the American vanguard expatriate groups in Europe to the Beats. Bob Brown churned
out pulp fiction and populist cookbooks, created the first movie tie-ins, and invented a surreal
reading machine more than seventy-five years ahead of e-books. He was a real-life Zelig of
modern culture. With The Amazing Adventures of Bob Brown, Craig Saper disentangles, for
the first time, the many lives and careers of the intriguing figure behind so much of twentiethcentury culture. Saper's lively and engaging yet erudite and subtly experimental style offers a
bold new approach to biography that perfectly complements his multidimensional subject.
Readers are brought along on a spirited journey with Bob and the Brown clan--Cora (his
mother), Rose (his wife), and Bob, a creative team who sometimes went by the name of
CoRoBo--through globetrotting, fortune-making and fortune-spending, culture-creating and
culture-exploring adventures. Along the way, readers meet many of the most important
cultural figures and movements of the era and are witness to the astonishingly prescient vision
Brown held of the future of American cultural life in the digital age. Although Brown traveled
and lived all around the world, he took Manhattan with him, and his New York City had
boroughs around the world.

The Whole by Contemplation of a Single Bone: Poems
Pearson, Nancy K.
9780823271177
Paperback / Poets Out Loud (FUP) / 104 pages
$24.00
Catalog Sequence: 7
Oxford University Press/Fordham University Press
In this, her second collection of poetry, Nancy K. Pearson explores the
possibilities of recovery and transformation in a world where ‘words
cease to matter.’ The speaker attempts to reconcile the past—a past
shadowed by depression, addiction, and misdiagnosis. Pearson refuses
to end in a place of relief, asking, ‘[D]on’t we all / fall into aggregate
darkness / for something?’ Instead, her poems meditate on the lyric of absence and
fragmentation. Pearson’s poems are restless, unsettling, and
revelatory.
NANCY K. PEARSON’s first book of poems, Two Minutes of Light,
received the L. L. Winship / PEN New England award and was
named a ‘Must Read Book’ at the 2009 Annual Massachusetts Book
Awards. Pearson recently taught poetry at the University of Houston
and now lives in Maryland with her partner.
A Provisional Map of the Lost Continent: Poems
Mahrer, Gregory
9780823271153
Paperback / Foreword by John Yau. Poets Out Loud (FUP) / 64 pages
$18.00
Catalog Sequence: 8
Oxford University Press/Fordham University Press
‘With high-wire imagination and hybrid language, A Provisional Map
of the Lost Continent surveys a world post-catastrophic, elasticized, semi-mythic yet founded
in the real. Scribbling clerks, horse carts, and confectioners coincide with glass towers, climatecaused sea rise, and species extinction. In this book, makings and fracturings become part of
one gesture. Gregory Mahrer’s continually burning city consumes, it seems, all futures, all
lives; and the ember at the center of virtually every sentence is an irreversible, prophetic, and
utterly accurate grief.’ —JANE HIRSHFIELD. A Provisional Map of the Lost Continent charts
a territory built of speculative histories, indeterminate landscapes, and mock narratives, all of
them at the threshold linking exterior and interior worlds. Their logic is highly grammatical
and slyly confounding, perfectly clear and drawn from dream.
GREGORY MAHRER’s poems have been published in The New England
Review, The Indiana Review, Green Mountains Review, Volt, Colorado
Review, and elsewhere. He lives and works in rural northern California
and Baja California Sur, Mexico.

Lovecidal: Walking with the Disappeared
Trinh T. Minh-ha
9780823271108
Paperback / 256 pages
$28.00
Catalog Sequence: 9
Oxford University Press/Fordham University Press
‘Lovecidal: Walking with the Disappeared is filled with provocation
and guided by evocation. Encompassing various forms (poetry,
treatise, memoir, and historiography) and capaciously conceived,
Trinh T. Minh-ha’s contemplation of war, state-authorized violence,
state-sanctioned ‘security,’ and international amnesia is skillfully
tempered by observations of beauty, humanity, and resistance. To say that this is an important
book is in many ways an understatement; rather, Lovecidal is transformative.’ —CATHY J.
SCHLUND-VIALS, author of War, Genocide, and Justice: Cambodian American Memory
Work. ‘A searing trek through our bellicose and warring times, Lovecidal makes an
impressive, laser-like, and passionate plea to explore what is possible now for humans as
living, feeling, and thinking beings.’ —RENÉE GREEN, author of Other Planes of There. In
this new work, renowned feminist filmmaker and postcolonial theorist Trinh T. Minh-ha offers
a lyrical, philosophical meditation on the global state of endless war and the violence inflicted
by the imperial need to claim victory. She discusses the rise of the police state as linked, for
example, to U.S. military intervention in Iraq and Afghanistan, or to China’s occupation of
Tibet, examining legacies of earlier campaigns and the residual effects of the war on terror. She
also takes up the shifting dynamics of peoples’ resistance to acts of militarism and surveillance
as well as social media and its capacity to inform and mobilize citizens around the world. At
once an engaging treatise and a creative gesture, Lovecidal probes the physical and psychic
conditions of the world and shows us a society that is profoundly heartsick. Taking up with
those who march both as and for the oppressed—who walk with the disappeared to help carry
them forward—Trinh T. Minh-ha engages the spiritual and affective
dimensions of a civilization organized around the rubrics of nonstop
governmental subjugation, economic austerity, and highly
technologized military conflict. In doing so, she clears a path for us
to walk upon. Along with our every step, the world of the
disappeared lives on.
TRINH T. MINH-HA is a filmmaker, writer, composer and
Professor of Rhetoric and of Gender & Women’s Studies at the
University of California, Berkeley. Her work includes numerous
books, such as D-Passage: The Digital Way; Elsewhere, Within Here: Immigration,
Refugeeism, and the Boundary Event; Cinema Interval; and Woman, Native, Other: Writing
Postcoloniality and Feminism, as well as eight feature-length films, including Forgetting
Vietnam, Night Passage, The Fourth Dimension, Shoot for the Contents, and Surname Viet
Given Name Nam.

Cool: How Air Conditioning Changed Everything
Basile, Salvatore
9780823271788
Paperback / 288 pages
$19.95
Catalog Sequence: 33
Oxford University Press/Fordham University Press
‘Cool is the all-encompassing guidebook to the history of air
conditioning, chronicling the numerous gimmicks, failed attempts, con
jobs, and eventual successes the concept inspired. From movie theaters
and department stores to its final, inevitable move into the home, it’s a surprisingly interesting
journey.’ —SAN FRANCISCO BOOK REVIEW. ‘A look at our love affair with air conditioning
. . . . In his breezily anecdotal book, Mr. Basile reminds readers that . . . air conditioning was
not just about comfort. It triggered a cultural and demographic revolution.’ —NEW YORK
TIMES. ‘Not only is Cool an informative read, but each chapter is strewn with more anecdotes
than there are sprinkles on an ice cream cone. Some are hilarious, others jaw-dropping. Best of
all, each chapter leaves you wanting more.’ —AMERICAN SCIENTIST.

