
The Spook Who Sat by the Door
Sam Greenlee

A classic in the black literary tradition, The Spook Who Sat by the Door is both a comment on the civil rights problems 
in the United States in the late 60s and a serious attempt to focus on the issue of black militancy. As a story of one 
man’s reaction to ruling-class hypocrisy, the book is autobiographical and personal. As a tale of a man’s reaction to 
oppression, it is universal. 
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Negroes with Guns
Robert F. Williams
Foreword by Gloria House
Introduction by Timothy B. Tyson

First published in 1962, Negroes with Guns is the story of a southern black community’s struggle to arm itself in self-
defense against the Ku Klux Klan and other racist groups. Frustrated and angered by violence condoned or abetted 
by the local authorities against blacks, the small community of Monroe, North Carolina, brought the issue of armed 
self-defense to the forefront of the civil rights movement. The single most important intellectual influence on Huey P. 
Newton, the founder of the Black Panther Party, Negroes with Guns is a classic story of a man who risked his life for 
democracy and freedom.

1998 / 6 x 9 / 128 pp / ISBN 978-0-8143-2714-2 / $19.95 paper

African American Life Series

FICTION

RACE/
ETHNICITY

  AFRICANA                       
 Wayne State UniverSity PreSS STUDIES                  

Wayne State University Press
The Leonard N. Simons Building
4809 Woodward Avenue
Detroit, Michigan 48201-1309

non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage

PaiD
Permit no. 3844

Detroit, Michigan

Toll Free: (800) 978-7323 Fax: (313) 577-6131
wsupress.wayne.edu

New & Recommended Titles in

This brochure lists our bestselling titles in African American 
studies. To view our entire list of titles in this subject area, 
including new and forthcoming titles, please visit 
wsupress.wayne.edu/books/subjects/african-american-studies 

To receive a 20% discount on any African American 
studies book, just enter the code AS13 at checkout.
 
Are you interested in a title for course adoption? It’s easy to 
order an examination copy of a WSU Press book! 
Visit wsupress.wayne.edu/desk-examination for instructions.

Many of our books are available as e-books! 

e denotes e-book is available.

africana.indd   1 2/19/13   2:40 PM



Talkin and Testifyin 
The Language of Black America
Geneva Smitherman

“A full view of the Afro-Caribbean history that illuminates the special evolution of the Black Vernacular in America.”
—William  Labov, Professor of Linguistics, University of Pennsylvania

“An important milestone in our understanding of the richness and sophistication of language and language use among 
Black Americans.”
—Orlando L. Taylor, School of Communications, Howard University

1977 / 6 x 9 / 298 pp / ISBN 978-0-8143-1805-8 / $22.95 paper

The Autobiography of William Sanders Scarborough
An American Journey from Slavery to Scholarship
Edited with an Introduction by Michele Valerie Ronnick
Foreword by Henry Louis Gates, Jr.

“It is uplifting to discover in this fascinating life, so compellingly narrated, a refutation of the racist view that a black man 
was genetically incapable of learning Greek, and at the same so clearly to see precisely the effects of such learning 
on this likable and able man. Like the Roman poet Horace, he too the son of an ex-slave, Scarborough reveals to us a 
personality imbued with culture, humanism and compassion.”
—Richard F.  Thomas, professor of Greek and Latin, Harvard University, Trustee of the Loeb Classical Library, and 
author of Virgil and the Augustan Reception
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Redevelopment and Race
Planning a Finer City in Postwar Detroit
June Manning Thomas

“This is an extremely well-conceived and well-executed assessment of planning in Detroit from the 1940s through the 
early 1990s. It not only gives the reader a richly textured portrait of planning’s rocky ride during this tumultuous era, but 
it also helps to explain why city leaders proved unable to halt the process of urban decline, even though there were so 
many resources thrown at the problem. This book can become one of the important books in planning history, urban 
history, African-American history, and urban studies.”
—Christopher Silver, Virginia Commonwealth University
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If We Must Die
From Bigger Thomas to Biggie Smalls
Aimé J. Ellis

“If We Must Die is a superbly nuanced exploration into black popular culture’s obsession with poor, urban-dwelling 
black men as simultaneously death-defiant and death-bound. Ellis presents an exciting new take on contemporary 
literary and mediated treatments of black masculinity and mortality, uncovering representations of agency, spectacle, 
and subversive opposition to dominant culture.”

—Robin R. Means Coleman
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White Nationalism, Black Interests
Conservative Public Policy and the Black Community
Ronald W. Walters

“With courage and skill Walters identifies and analyzes the resurgence of conservatism in America for what it is—the 
coming to power of a radical white ethnic nationalist movement that seeks to maintain the existing racial hierarchy in 
the midst of widespread demographic, economic, social and cultural changes.”
—Robert C.  Smith, author of The Encyclopedia of African American Politics
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Race and Remembrance
A Memoir
Arthur L. Johnson

“Arthur L. Johnson is one of the unsung heroes who created the new world of black and white America. For more than 
sixty years, he has given us a new sense of what creative, inclusive, and daring leadership can do. He came up from 
segregation, poverty, and a broken family and involved himself totally in a ministry of manhood, overcoming family 
tragedies and confronting a late bout of Parkinson’s disease with his usual grace. You ought to know this man and his 
life story. He is one of the great yea-sayers and yea-makers of our times.” 
—Lerone  Bennett Jr., author, historian, and executive editor emeritus, Ebony Magazine
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